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AND 

MAJOR  M.  H.  GREGSON,  late  R.E. 

Prepare  Candidate!  for  the  Havy  and  all  Army  and  Civil  Service  Examinations  at 

5    &    7,    LEXHAM    GARDENS,    KENSINGTON,    W. 


We  have  retained  the  services  of  all  the  Tutors  who  have  been  so  remarkably  successful  in 
past  years,  and  continue  to  receive  both  resident  and  non-resident  candidates. 
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at  the  recent  Competitive  Examination  for  admission  to 


Capt.  J.  S.  CawIiEY,  20th  Hussars. 
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„     R.  Ommanney,  Royal  Engineers. 
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Capt.  W.  Dbysdale,  Royal  Scots. 
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Lieut.  H.  Needham,  Gloucestershire  Regiment. 
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„     J.  C.  H.  Newman,  Essex  Regiment. 
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regimental  order,  were  successful  from  us 
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L.  A.  E.  Price-Davies,  V.C,  D.S.O.,  King's 

Royal  Rifle  Corps. 
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L.  R.  Vaughan,  Indian  Army. 
J.  Bbouqh,  Royal  Marine  Artillery. 
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G.  D.  Bbuce,  Indian  Army. 
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DEUM  COLE.  REGEM  SERVA. 

FOREWORD. 

"LEST   WE    FORGET." 


The  present  year  will  be  a  memorable  one  in  the  History  of 
the  British  Army,  for  its  re-organisation  means  the  end  of 
the  most  ancient  military  force  of  the  realm,  and  also  of  the 
more  modern  one  in  the  form  of  the  Volunteers. 

Whether  the  changes  that  will  make  the  Militia  a  part  of 
the  Regular  Army,  and  practically  turn  the  Volunteers  into 
a  Militia  Force,  will  have  the  result  of  giving  us  a  better 
Army  than  we  had  before,  remains  to  be  seen  ;  but,  in  any 
case,  the  great  publicity  that  has  been  given  to  the  new 
forms  of  Service  has  brought  home  to  the  British  Public  a 
realization  of  the  duty  which  one  and  all  owe  to  those  near 
and  dear  to  them. 

While  Great  Britain  holds  command  of  the  Sea,  she  is 
comparatively  safe  from  invasion,  but  how  long  that  com- 
mand will  be  held  none  can  tell. 

Nations  were  ever  jealous  of  our  power,  and  it  behoves  us 
to  be  always  ready  to  strike  if  necessary,  hence  the  necessity 
for   every   able-bodied   man    being  trained  to    shoot   straight. 
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This  volume,  containing  as  it  does  the  portraits  and  brief  Biogra- 
phical notes  of  the  careers  of  distinguished  Officers  in  the  British 
Army  and  Navy  who  have  devoted  their  lives  to  the  service  of  their 
Country,  should  be  the  means  of  urging  every  man  in  the  Empire 
to  qualify  himself  to  take  his  place  in  the  ranks,  or  on  the  sea, 
should  his  Country  demand  his  services.  We  all  trust  that 
the  call  on  the  Civilian  will  never  be  made,  but  it  behoves 
us  always  to  be  "  Ready."  The  National  Service  League  is 
doing  noble  work  for  the  Empire  in  teaching  every  Briton  his 
duty  to  his  Sovereign  and  to  the  Empire — an  Empire  which 
the  men  referred  to  in  this  volume  have  done  their  part 
to  defend  and  maintain. 

IMoreover,  this  volume  should  act  as  an  incentive  to  the 
young  Officer  to  fight  his  way  to  the  highest  rank,  while  it 
should  also  encourage  even  the  **  ranker  "  to  pay  strict  attention 
to  duty,  for  by  so  doing  he  too  may  find  his  name  enrolled 
among  the  list  of  General  Officers,  and  the  "  Heroes  of  our 
Empire." 

In  December  last,  Field-Marshal  the  Right  Hon.  Earl 
Roberts,  V.C.,  K.G.,  K.P.,  etc.,  had  the  great  pleasure  of 
meeting  hundreds  of  war-worn  veterans  at  a  banquet  given 
in  the  Albert  Hall,  and  the  King  paid  a  just  tribute  to  the 
part  they  had  played  in  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Empire. 

Part  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  volume  are  to 
be  given  to  the  Veterans'  Fund  which  Lord  Roberts  has  founded 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  lives  of  those  veterans  more 
comfortable  ;  and  he  haa  also  written  to  me  wishing  me 
all  success  in  my  endeavour. 
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I  make  no  excuse  for  quoting  the  following  lines  from 
the  pen  of  B.  Charles  Tucker,  which  appeared  in  Julian 
Ralph's  "  War's  Brighter  Side  "  :— 

"  Ponder  it  well  in  your  leisured  ease, 
These,  the  soldiers  of  Lands  and  Seas, 
Building  the  Empire  hour  by  hour, 
These,  the  foundation  of  your  power  ; 
These  are  the  men  you  owe  a  debt. 
Empire,  remember  ;  you  dare  not  forget ! " 

That  the  financial  support  of  the  Defenders  of  Our 
Empire  to  the  Veterans'  Relief  Fund  may  be  large,  is  the 
earnest  wish  of 


Royal  Temple  Yacht  Club, 
London,  W.C, 

July  25th,  1908. 


PREFACE. 


I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  numerous 
ofl&cers  and  gentlemen  who  have  most  kindly  assisted  me 
with  notes  and  information,  especially  to  Colonel  Harold  C 
WyUy,  C.B.,  and  Commander  W.  F.  Caborne,  C.B.,  R.N.R. 
These  Officers  have  rendered  me  valuable  assistance  in  this 
Work  by  revising  and  elaborating  the  Military  and  Naval 
Biographies  respectively. 

I  am  further  under  a  debt  of  obligation  to  those  officers 
who  have  so  kindly  signed  their  photographs  for  reproduction 
in  this  Work. 

Many  of  the  photographs  have  been  specially  taken  for 
the  Book  by  the  well-known  firm  of  Lafayette,  of  New  Bond 
Street,  who  are  responsible  for  all  the  Photographs,  unless 
otherwise  mentioned  on  the  plate.  Further,  with  the  object 
of  keeping  the  whole  of  the  series  as  uniform  as  possible,  I  have 
now  appointed  the  Messrs.  Lafayette  to  be  official  photographers 
to  Defenders  of  Our  Empire. 

C.  G.-W. 

Tbb  Royal  Twmfim  Yacht  Club, 
July  25th,   1908. 
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FIELD-MARSHAL     H.R.H.    THE     DUKE     OF 
CONNAUGHT    AND    STRATHEARN,   K.G. 

Field-Marshal  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Arthur 
William  Patrick  Albert,  Duke  of  Connaught  and 
Strathearn,  and  Second  Titular  Earl  of  Sussex, 
K.G.,  K.T.,  K.P.,  P.C.,  Great  Master  and  Principal  Knight  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  G.C.S.I., 
G.C.M.G.,  G.C.I.E.,  G.C.V.O.,  Personal  Aide-de-Camp  to  the 
King,  is  now  Field-Marshal  Commanding-in-Chief  and  High 
Commissioner  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  President  of  the 
Selection  Board.  He  is  Colonel  of  the  Grenadier  Guards  and 
of  the  Army  Service  Corps ;  Colonel-in-Chief  of  the  6th 
Inniskilling  Dragoons,  the  Highland  Light  Infantry,  the  Royal 
Dublin  Fusiliers,  the  Rifle  Brigade,  the  13th  Duke  of  Connaught' s 
Lancers  (Watson's  Horse),  the  31st  Duke  of  vJonnaught's  Own 
Lancers,  the  7th  Duke  of  Connaught' s  Own  Rajputs,  and  the 
129th  Duke  of  Connaught's  Own  Baluchis ;  Honorary  Colonel 
of  the  South  of  Ireland  Yeomanry,  the  Royal  East  Kent  (The 
Duke  of  Connaught's  Own)  Mounted  Rifles,  the  Duke  of 
Connaught's    Own    Hampshire   and    Isle   of    Wight    R.G.A. 
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(Militia),  the  Duke  of  Connaught's  Own  Sligo  R.G.A.  (Militia), 
3rd  Batt.  The  Queen's  Own  Royal  West  Kent  Regiment,  3rd 
and  4th  Batts.  The  Highland  Light  Infantry,  6th  Batt. 
Hampshire  Regiment,  and  the  18th  Batt.  County  of  London 
(London  Irish)  Territorial  Force.  His  Royal  Highness  is  a 
Field-Marshal  in  the  German  Army,  General  in  the  Swedish 
Army,  Colonel  of  the  3rd  Prussian  (Zieten)  Hussars,  Colonel 
of  the  4th  Austrian  Hussars,  and  is  a  ^  suite  of  the  28th  Russian 
Dragoons. 

The  Duke  of  Connaught  was  the  third  son  and  seventh  child 
of  Her  late  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  and  was 
bom  at  Buckingham  Palace  on  the  1st  May,  1850,  one  of  his 
godfathers  being  the  great  Duke  of  Wellington,  after  whom  he 
was  named.  He  entered  the  Royal  Military  Academy,  Wool- 
wich, as  a  cadet  in  1866,  and  on  passing  out  was  gazetted  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Engineers  on  the  19th  June,  1868, 
became  a  lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Artillery  on  the  2nd  November 
of  the  same  year,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  Rifle  Brigade 
on  August  3rd,  1869.  After  serving  in  Canada  in  the  suppression 
of  the  Fenian  Raid  of  1870,  for  which  he  received  the 
medal  and  clasp.  His  Royal  Highness  was  promoted 
captain  in  the  Rifle  Brigade  on  May  1st,  1871.  He  was 
appointed  to  the  staff  as  an  acting  brigade-major  at  Aldershot 
in  October,  1873,  and  held  that  appointment  until  April  of  the 
following  year,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  cavalry  and 
posted  to  the  7th  Hussars.  For  three  months  during  1875  he 
was  cavalry  brigade-major  at  Aldershot,  becoming  a  regimental 
major  in    the  Seventh  in  August.     In    October,   His  Royal 
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Highness  was  appointed  Assistant  Adjutant-General  at 
Gibraltar — a  post  which  he  only  filled  for  some  six  or 
seven  months,  when,  in  May,  1876,  he  became  Personal  Aide-de- 
Camp  to  the  Sovereign.  On  promotion  to  lieutenant-colonel 
on  September  27th  of  this  year,  he  was  re-transferred  to  the 
Rifle  Brigade,  assuming  command  of  the  1st  Battalion,  and  on 
May  29th,  1880,  he  received  a  brevet  colonelcy,  and  on  the 
same  date  was  promoted  to  major-general.  From  September 
30th,  1880,  to  August  3rd,  1882,  he  commanded  the  3rd  Infantry 
Brigade  at  Aldershot. 

In  this  year  a  British  Army  of  25,000  men  was  landed  in 
Egypt  to  oppose  the  rebel  forces  of  Arabi  Pasha,  and  one 
of  the  Brigadiers  under  the  then  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  (now 
Lord  Wolseley)  was  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  who  had 
been  appointed  to  command  the  First  Brigade  (the  Guards) 
in  the  First  Division.  He  was  present  at  the  action  at 
Mahuta,  and  the  crowning  victory  of  Tel-el-Kebir,  obtaining 
three  mentions  in  despatches — in  the  London  Gazette  of 
September  8th,  October  6th,  and  November  7th,  1882 — and 
receiving  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  the 
Companionship  of  the  Bath,  the  medal  with  clasp,  the  second 
class  of  the  Medjidieh,  and  the  Khedive's  bronze  star.  Having 
returned  to  England,  His  Royal  Highness  re-assumed  command 
at  Aldershot  of  the  Third  Infantry  Brigade  on  April  1st,  1883, 
retaining  the  appointment  until  the  end  of  the  following 
September. 

It  had  for  long  been  no  secret  that  the  Duke  of  Connaught 
was  most  anxious  to  extend  his  already  wide  knowledge  of  the 
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forces  of  the  Crown,  and  to  serve  in  that  country  and  among 
those  soldiers  where  and  with  whom  the  great  soldier,  whose 
name  he  bore,  and  whose  high  military  example  he  had  ever  set 
before  himself,  had  won  his  early  renown  ;  and  at  the  end  of  1883 
the  longings  of  the  Duke  of  Connaught  were  at  last  realised  by 
his  appointment  to  command  a  division  of  the  Bengal  Army. 
He  was  at  first  posted  to  Meerut,  but  in  September,  1886,  he 
was  transferred  to  Rawul  Pindi — the  Aldershot  of  Northern 
India — and  after  a  very  few  months  in  this  command,  he  was 
again  translated  in  December  of  that  year,  and  became 
Lieutenant-General  Commanding-in-Chief  the  Bombay  Army,  a 
position  which  he  held — with  infinite  credit  to  himself,  to  the 
unbounded  satisfaction  of  his  military  superiors,  and  to  the 
advantage  of  all  soldiers,  British  and  native,  who  had  the 
privilege  to  serve  under  him — until  his  return  home  to  England 
at  the  commencement  of  the  hot  weather  of  1890.  It  was  whilst 
commanding  at  Bombay  that  His  Royal  Highness  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  in  the  Gazette  dated  April 
1st,  1889. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  England,  the  Duke  of  Connaught 
was,  on  August  25th,  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Southern  District,  in  succession  to  Sir  Baker  Russell,  and  he 
remained  at  Portsmouth  until  October,  1893,  by  which  time  he 
had  become  a  full  general,  having  arrived  at  this  rank  on  April 
Ifit  of  that  year.  His  Royal  Highness  was  in  command  of  the 
Aldershot  District  from  October,  1893,  to  October,  1898; 
General  Officer  Commanding  the  Forces  in  Ireland  from  January, 
1900,  to  September,  1901  ;  and  General  Officer  Commanding  the 


H.R.H.    THE    DUKE    OF    CONNAUGHT.  15 

Forces  in  Ireland  and  Third  Army  Corps  from  October  1st,  1901, 
to  April  30th,  1904.  AU  soldiers  know  how  keenly  disappointed 
was  the  Duke  of  Connaught  that  it  was  not  possible  to  utilise 
his  services  during  the  war  with  the  Dutch  Republics.  When, 
early  in  1904,  the  Army  was  reorganized,  His  Royal  Highness 
was  appointed  to  the  newly-created  post  of  Inspector-General 
of  the  Forces  and  President  of  the  Selection  Board.  Shortly 
after  the  accession  of  His  Majesty  King  Edward  VII. — on  June 
26th,  1902 — the  Duke  of  Connaught  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Field-Marshal. 

In  May,  1902,  His  Royal  Highness  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Special  Mission  to  Madrid  to  invest  the  King  of  Spain  with  the 
Order  of  the  Garter ;  while  in  the  November  following, 
accompanied  by  the  Duchess,  he  left  England  to  attend  the 
Coronation  Durbar  at  Delhi,  on  January  1st,  1903,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  King-Emperor. 

The  field  of  the  Duke's  activity  as  Inspector-General  of  the 
Forces  embraced  the  whole  Empire,  and  after  having  visited 
all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
he  set  out  at  the  end  of  1905  to  inspect  the  garrisons  in  South 
Africa ;  while  not  long  after  his  return  he  started  on  a  second 
oversea  tour,  which  included  Egypt,  Ceylon,  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, and  Hong  Kong.  These  visits  to  outlying  garrisons 
on  the  fringe  of  our  vast  Empire  are  vitally  necessary  for  the 
co-ordination  of  the  work  of  preparation  for  war,  and  gigantic 
as  is  the  task  of  personally  passing  in  review  the  whole  of  the 
home  and  colonial  garrisons  and  defences.  His  Royal  Highness 
has  kept  pace  with  the  work,  and  his  outspoken  reports  on 
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"  our  far-flung  battle-line  "  have  been  very  helpful  to  the  stay- 
at-home  members  of  the  Army  Council.  His  influence  as  Inspector- 
General  of  the  Forces  was  a  very  good  and  active  one,  for 
he  possesses  in  an  uncommon  degree  the  happy  knack  of  putting 
his  finger  on  the  very  root  of  matters  upon  which  great  issues 
depend,  and  of  explaining  his  views  in  an  eminently  common-sense 
and  convincing  manner. 

It  is,  however,  not  only  among  the  high  military  authorities 
of  the  Army  that  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Connaught  is 
widely  felt  and  valued.  The  subordinate  officers  and  the  rank 
and  file  know  that  His  Royal  Highness  has  been  forty  years  an 
officer  ;  that  he  has  passed  through  every  rank,  and  has  served 
with  all  arms  of  the  Service  ;  that  he  is  an  enthusiastic  soldier  ; 
and  that  he  knows  his  profession,  the  possibilities  and  limi- 
tations of  the  British  Army,  with  a  knowledge  which  far  exceeds 
that  of  most  of  his  contemporaries.  Withal,  too,  there  is  no 
officer  more  popular  than  he  with  all  ranks,  who  take  pride  in 
the  fact  that  the  Royal  Prince  is  like  themselves,  a  professional 
soldier. 

His  Royal  Highness — who  had  been  created  Duke  of 
Connaught  and  Strathearn  and  Earl  of  Sussex  in  May,  1874 — 
was  married  at  Windsor  on  March  13th,  1879,  to  Her  Royal 
Highness  Princess  Louise  Margaret  Alexandra  Victoria  Agnes 
of  Prussia,  third  daughter  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  late  Prince 
Frederick  Charles  of  Prussia — "  The  Red  Prince  " — and  has 
three  children,  viz.,  Princess  Margaret  (Crown  Princess  of 
Sweden),  Prince  Arthur — who  is  a  captain  in  the  Royal  Scots 
Greys — and  Princess  Victoria  Patricia. 
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By  the  death  of  Prince  Alfred  of  Saxe-Coburg  in  1899,  the 
Duke  of  Connaught  became  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Duchy ;  but 
he  and  his  heirs  renounced  their  rights  in  favour  of  the  young 
Duke  of  Albany,  who  succeeded  in  1900. 

The  Duke's  appointment  as  Field-Marshal  Commanding-in- 
Chief  and  High  Commissioner  in  the  Mediterranean  bears  date 
December  31st,  1907  ;  he  stiU  retains  the  presidency  of  the 
Selection  Board,  all  important  matters  being  referred  to  him 
when  necessary.  The  Mediterranean  command  is  entirely  a 
new  appointment,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  when 
announcing  its  creation  to  the  House  of  Commons,  stated  that 
the  force  under  His  Royal  Highness  would  comprise  the  garrisons 
of  Gibraltar  and  Malta,  the  detachments  in  CiBte  and  Cyprus, 
and  the  British  troops  in  Egypt  and  in  the  Sudan.  His  Royal 
Highness  would  devote  his  attention  to  inspection  and  training, 
and  to  the  consideration  of  questions  of  strategy  and  defence. 
For  the  colonial  administration  of  Malta  and  Gibraltar  the 
respective  Governors  would  remain  solely  responsible  as  here- 
tofore ;  and  similarly  in  Egypt  and  in  the  Sudan  all  civil  and 
political  matters  would  be  dealt  with,  in  the  future  as  in  the 
past,  by  the  Agent  and  Consul-General. 

His  Royal  Highness  has  the  following  foreign  orders  and 
decorations : — Knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece  of  Spain,  Knight 
of  the  Prussian  Order  of  the  Black  Eagle,  the  Prussian  Military 
Order  "  Pour  le  Merite,"  the  St.  Andrew  of  Russia,  St.  Stephen 
of  Austria,  the  Anunziata  of  Italy,  the  Elephant  of  Denmark,  the 
Imperial  Turkish  Order  of  the  Osmanli,  the  Legion  of  Honour  of 
France,  the  Tower  and  Sword  of  Portugal,  the  Chrysanthemum 
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of  Japan,  the  Seraphim  of  Sweden,  the  Turkish  Order  of  the 
Medjidieh,  the  Spanish  Military  Order  of  Merit,  the  Red  Eagle 
of  Prussia,  the  Crown  of  Wurtemberg,  the  Hessian  Order  of 
Merit,  the  Greek  Order  of  the  Redeemer,  the  Order  of  Ethiopia, 
the  Order  of  Nishin  Iftickar  of  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  the  Order  of 
Nevsky,  the  White  Eagle  of  Poland,  the  Russian  Order  of  St. 
Anne,  the  Russian  Order  of  St.  Stanislaus,  the  Coburg  Order, 
the  Order  of  Leopold  of  Belgium,  the  Brazilian  Order  of  the 
Southern  Cross,  the  Spanish  Order  of  Charles  III.,  the  Order  of 
the  House  of  HohenzoUern,  the  Mecklenburg  Order  of  the  Crown 
of  Wendes,  the  Bulgarian  Order,  the  Oldenburg  Hausorden,  the 
Order  of  the  Netherlands,  the  Order  of  Anhalt,  the  Brunswick 
Order  of  the  Lion,  the  Johanniter  Order,  and  the  Montenegrin 
Order  of  Danilo. 

His  Royal  Highness  is  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem,  an  Elder  Brother  of  the  Trinity  House,  Grand  Master 
of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  Ranger  of  Epping 
Forest,  a  Bencher  of  Gray's  Inn,  President  of  Wellington  CoUege, 
President  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  President  of  the  Council 
of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund  Association,  President  of  the  Royal 
United  Service  Institution,  and  a  Commissioner  of  the  Duke  of 
York's  Royal  Military  School.  He  has  also  the  Volunteer 
Decoration. 

The  residences  of  His  Royal  Highness  are  Clarence  House, 
St.  James's,  and  Bagshot  Park,  Surrey  ;  and  his  clubs  are  the 
United  Service,  the  Army  and  Navy,  the  Naval  and  Military, 
the  Guards,  the  Junior  United  Service,  White's,  and  the 
Travellers'. 
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DEUM  COLE,  REGEM  SERVA. 

FIELD-MARSHAL    VISCOUNT    WOLSELEY,    K.P.,  P.C., 
G.C.B.,    O.M.,    G.C.M.G. 

Field-Marshal  the  Right  Hon.  Garnet  Joseph,  First 
Viscount  Wolseley,  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Major  G.  L. 
Wolseley,  of  the  King's  Own  Scottish  Borderers,  and  was  born 
at  Golden  Bridge  House,  County  Dublin,  on  June  4th,  1833. 
He  comes  of  a  very  ancient  stock,  and  one,  too,  which  has 
produced  many  good  and  gallant  soldiers.  The  Wolseleys 
belonged  originally  to  the  County  of  Stafford,  where  the  family 
had  been  settled  prior  to  the  Conquest.  There  are  two 
baronetcies  in  the  Wolseley  family,  the  senior  title,  dating  from 
1628,  having  been  among  the  first  creations  of  King  James  I., 
while  a  grandson  of  the  second  baronet  was  made  a  baronet  of 
Mount  Wolseley,  County  Carlo w,  in  Ireland,  in  1744.  The  younger 
son  of  the  Irish  baronet — Lord  Wolseley' s  grandfather — entered 
the  army,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  8th  Hussars, 
in  which  regiment  he  served  on  the  Continent.  The  Wolseley 
family  motto,  borne  by  his  lordship,  is  not  inappropriate  to  a 
race  that  has  produced  many  fighting  men :  "  Man  is  a  wolf 
towards  his  feUow  men  "  ;   while  the  Irish  branch,  to  which  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  more  particularly  belongs,  have  the 
somewhat  ambiguous  one  :    "  Death  is  life  to  me." 

Young  Garnet  was  educated  at  a  day  school  near  Dublin, 
and  later  had  private  tutors.  As  a  child  he  was  remarkable  for 
his  studious  habits,  and  devoured  especially  all  the  chief  works 
on  military  history.  He  also  showed  great  aptitude  for  mathe- 
matical problems,  including  military  engineering  and  fortifi- 
cation, and  became  a  proficient  surveyor.  It  had  always  been 
his  own  wish,  and  that  of  his  parents,  that  he  should  join  the 
army,  and  his  name  was  entered  for  a  commission  when  he  was 
but  fourteen  years  of  age. 

When  within  three  months  of  his  nineteenth  year,  he  was 
gazetted  to  an  ensigncy  in  the  12th  Regiment,  but  was  trans- 
ferred in  the  following  April  to  the  80th  Regiment — thus 
resuming  his  connection  with  the  old  county  of  his  family, 
for  the  80th  then  bore  the  title  of  the  "  Staffordshire  Volunteers," 
and  was  largely  recruited  from  the  militia  of  that  county.  At 
that  time  the  80th  was  engaged  in  the  Second  Burmese  War, 
it  had  sustained  considerable  losses  by  disease  and  at  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  and  young  Wolseley  was  ordered  out  from  the 
dep6t  with  drafts  for  the  headquarter  companies,  and  landed  at 
Rangoon  in  November,  1852.  Some  months  prior  to  his  arrival 
in  the  country  there  had  been  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
disaster  to  our  troops,  and  Ensign  Wolseley  was  in  time  to  join 
the  expedition  then  fitting  out  at  Prome,  under  Sir  John  Cheape, 
to  attack  a  stronghold  held  by  the  Burmese  chieftain  who  had 
caused  us  the  earlier  reverse.  The  final  march  on  the  position 
held  by  the  enemy  was  a  most  difficult  and  toilsome  one,  the 
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approaches  having  to  be  made  through  dense  jungle,  through 
which  it  was  necessary  to  cut  every  inch  of  the  track  by  which 
the  troops,  the  guns  and  the  bullock  carts  had  to  pass.  The 
heat  was  intense  during  the  day,  and  at  night  the  force 
bivouacked  without  tents  in  fog  and  dew,  stricken,  too,  by  fever, 
dysentery,  and  cholera.  The  position  of  Myatoon,  the  Burmese 
chieftain,  was  skilfully  entrenched  and  stoutly  defended ;  twice 
was  the  assault  beaten  back,  and  in  the  third  attempt,  which 
captured  the  position,  young  Wolseley  led  the  storming  party 
of  the  80th.  As  he  reached  the  breastwork  he  was  struck  down 
by  a  large  iron  jingal  bullet,  which  hit  him  on  the  left  thigh, 
tearing  away  the  muscles  and  flesh — a  dangerous  wound,  which 
kept  him  on  his  back  for  six  months,  and  caused  him  to  be 
invalided  home  to  England. 

He  never  rejoined  the  80th  Regiment,  but  on  May  16th,  1853, 
he  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy,  without  purchase,  in  the 
90th  Light  Infantry. 

The  90th  was  not  one  of  the  infantry  regiments  originally 
selected  to  form  part  of  the  expeditionary  force  ordered  from 
England — in  the  first  place — to  Turkey,  and  thence  to  the 
Crimea,  and  it  was  not  indeed  until  Lord  Raglan  sent  home 
urgent  requests  for  reinforcements  to  fill  the  gaps  in  his  regiments 
caused  by  the  battles  of  the  Alma  and  Inkerman,  that  the 
regiment,  in  which  young  Wolseley  was  now  serving,  was  directed 
to  embark  for  the  seat  of  war.  Balaklava  was  reached  on  Decem- 
ber 4th,  1854,  but  before  the  end  of  the  ensuing  month  his 
knowledge  of  fortification,  and  the  paucity  of  engineer  officers, 
led  to  Wolseley  being  selected  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant 
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Engineer,  and  he  was  accordingly  detailed  for  duty  as  such  with 
the  Right  Attack. 

"  At  this  time  occurred  a  singular  circumstance  in  connection 
with  Lieutenant  Wolseley's  promotion  to  a  captaincy.  He  was 
gazetted  to  his  company  in  December,  1854,  but  fourteen  days 
later,  the  authorities  considering  him  too  young — he  was 
exactly  twenty-one  and  a  half  years  of  age — cancelled  the 
promotion  they  themselves  had  authorized.  Considering  this 
a  slur  cast  upon  him,  Wolseley  at  once  wrote  expressing  his 
intention  to  resign  his  commission  unless  he  was  immediately 
reinstated,  but  fortunately  for  his  country  the  order  was 
rescinded." 

Wolseley  continued  to  be  employed  as  an  acting  Engineer 
until  the  fall  of  Sebastopol ;  was  engaged  upon  the  assault  and 
defence  of  the  Quarries  on  June  7th,  1855,  and  was  on  duty  in 
the  trenches  at  the  attack  of  June  18th  ;  he  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  sortie  of  August  30th,  when  in  charge  of  the  advance 
sap.  It  is  said  that  when  brought  in  unconscious  to  the  doctor's 
hut  in  the  trenches,  the  surgeon,  glancing  hastily  at  Captain 
Wolseley,  remarked  :  "  He's  a  dead  'un."  Whereupon,  rousing 
himself,  the  wounded  man  made  answer :  "  I  am  worth  a  good 
many  dead  men  yet."  On  recovery,  Sebastopol  having  fallen, 
Captain  Wolseley  was  offered  an  appointment  in  the  Quarter- 
master-General's Department,  and  was  largely  employed  in 
the  re-embarkation  of  the  British  Army  on  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  and  was  himself  one  of  the  last  men  to  leave  the  Crimea. 
From  the  wounds  received  on  August  30th — he  had  already  been 
twice  previously  slightly  wounded — the  sight  of  one  eye  was 
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permanently  lost.  For  his  services  he  was  several  times 
mentioned  in  despatches,  and  was  rewarded  with  the  brevet  of 
major,  the  medal  with  clasp,  the  Legion  of  Honour,  the  fifth  class 
of  the  Medjidieh,  and  the  Turkish  medal. 

Rejoining  the  90th,  then  at  Aldershot,  he  was  attached  as 
extra  A.D.C.  to  the  Staff  of  Lord  WiUiam  Paulet,  then  com- 
manding a  brigade,  but  on  the  90th  embarking  early  in  1857, 
under  orders  for  China,  Wolseley  sailed  with  it.  After  an 
eventful  voyage,  the  ship  in  which  Wolseley  had  sailed  was 
wrecked  in  the  Straits  of  Banca,  but  all  ranks  reached  the  shore 
safely,  and  while  there  learnt  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Mutiny  in 
India,  and  that  the  destination  of  the  regiment  had  been  changed 
to  Calcutta.  Captain  Wolseley  was  present  at  the  relief  of 
Lucknow,  the  defence  of  the  Alumbagh  by  Outram,  with  the 
several  engagements  there,  and  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Lucknow  ;  was  then  employed  as  D.  A.  Q.M. -General  to  Sir  Hope 
Grant's  force,  and  was  with  it  at  the  affair  of  Baree,  the  action 
of  Nawabgunge,  and  every  other  engagement  in  which  that  force 
took  part.  He  was  repeatedly  mentioned  in  despatches,  and 
was  given  the  medal  with  clasp,  and  in  the  distribution  of  honours 
he  received  the  brevet  of  lieutenant-colonel,  being  at  this  time 
just  over  six  and  twenty  years  of  age. 

The  long  struggle  of  the  Mutiny  had  barely  been  six  months 
over  when  Sir  Hope  Grant  was  nominated  to  the  command  of 
the  British  troops  ordered  to  China.  He  was  anxious  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wolseley  should  accompany  him  as  A.A.G., 
but  another  officer  was  appointed  to  this  post,  and  Wolseley 
eventually   sailed  as  D. A. A. -General,  and   was   present  at  the 
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capture  of  the  Taku  Forts,  and  in  all  the  engagements  through- 
out the  campaign.  At  its  close  he  was  given  an  unattached 
majority  and  the  medal  with  two  clasps. 

He  returned  to  England  in  1861,  and  when  in  November  of 
that  year  it  appeared  certain  that  war  would  result  between 
England  and  the  Federal  States  of  the  Union  in  consequence 
of  the  "  Trent "  affair.  Colonel  Wolseley  was  one  of  the  Special 
Service  officers  who  were  selected  to  proceed  at  once  to  Canada 
to  organize  the  local  forces,  and  to  make  preparations  for  the 
reception  of  the  troops  which  it  was  proposed  to  send  thither 
from  England.  On  arrival,  however,  it  was  learnt  that  all 
chance  of  war  was  at  an  end,  and  for  some  months  Wolseley 
officiated  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  in  the  Dominion  as 
Deputy  Quartermaster-General.  He  then  went  on  leave  in 
August,  1862,  but  spent  it  with  the  Confederate  Army  about 
Winchester,  where  he  met  Robert  Lee,  Stonewall  Jackson,  and 
the  other  heroes  who  were  conducting  the  long-protracted 
campaign  against  the  vastly  superior  armies  of  the  Northern 
States. 

During  the  years  1865-67  there  were  many  scares  in  Canada 
of  Fenian  invasion,  and  Colonel  Wolseley  was  constantly 
employed  in  the  organization  of  the  local  forces  necessary  to 
check  the  Fenian  movement.  In  1868  he  went  home  to  England 
on  short  leave,  and  there  married  Miss  Louisa  Erskine,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Alexander  Erskine,  and  returning  to  Canada  was  confirmed 
in  the  appointment  of  Deputy  Quartermaster-General.  In  1870 
he  was  selected  to  organize  and  command  the  expedition  sent 
from  Toronto  to  the  Red  River  Territory  for  the  suppression  of 
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the  rebel  government,  which  had  been  estabHshed  at  Fort 
Garry  by  the  half-breed,  Louis  Riel,  as  the  "  RepubUc  of  the 
North- West."  The  expedition  was  a  veritable  triumph  of 
organization,  1,200  men  being  transported  a  distance  of  600 
miles  through  rivers  and  lakes,  barely  48  miles  being  covered 
by  land,  and  that  over  a  road  which  had  only  been  partially 
constructed.  When  the  objects  of  the  expedition  had  been 
accomplished,  its  leader  returned  to  England,  and  for  some  six 
months  was  on  half -pay,  but  he  was  made  a  K.C.M.G.,  and  a 
Companion  of  the  Bath  for  his  services — a  medal  being  also 
added  some  thirty  years  later  ! 

For  some  months  after  this  Colonel  Wolseley  held  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  department  of  the  Adjutant-General  at  the  War 
Office,  but  trouble  breaking  out  on  the  Gold  Coast  in  1873,  Sir 
Garnet  Wolseley  was,  early  in  the  following  autumn,  invested 
with  the  local  rank  of  major-general,  and  appointed  adminis- 
trator of  the  Government  of  the  Gold  Coast,  with  the  control  of 
the  military  operations  to  be  undertaken  against  the  King  of 
Ashanti.  Sir  Garnet  left  England  on  September  12th,  and 
was  back  in  England  on  the  21st  of  the  following  March,  having 
in  the  meantime  overcome  the  opposition  of  the  savages  by  whom 
his  march  on  the  capital  was  obstructed,  as  well  as  the  no  less 
serious  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  deadly  climate  of  the 
Coast.  On  Sir  Garnet's  arrival  in  England  he  received  the 
thanks  of  both  Houses  of  ParKament,  the  G.C.M.G.,  and  K.C.B., 
the  medal  with  clasp,  and  was  promoted  major-general  for 
distinguished  service  in  the  field.  He  was  also  given  by 
Parliament  a  grant  of  £25,000,  and  by  the  Corporation  of  the 


26  DEFENDERS     OF     OUR     EMPIRE. 

Gty  of    London  was  made  a  Freeman  of    the  City,  and  was 
presented  with  a  sword  of  honour. 

In  1875  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  was  sent  to  Natal  on  a  Special 
Mission  at  four  days'  notice,  to  there  carry  new  legislation  into 
effect,  and  his  work  being  completed  he  returned  home  five 
months  later.  When  in  1878  war  between  England  and  Russia 
seemed  imminent.  Sir  Garnet  was  nominated  Chief  of  the  Staff 
to  Lord  Napier,  who  was  to  have  commanded  an  expeditionary 
force  to  leave  England,  and  then — all  chance  of  war  being  at  an 
end — he  was  appointed  High  Commissioner  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  island  of  Cyprus,  then  in  a  measure  annexed  to  the 
Crown.  He  effected  great  reforms,  established  a  good  and  settled 
Government,  encouraged  trade,  made  roads,  and  in  less  than  a 
year  had  introduced  great  changes  in  the  administration. 
In  May,  1879,  however.  Sir  Garnet  was  again  required  to  take 
the  field,  and  was  summoned  to  England  from  Cyprus  to  proceed 
to  South  Africa  as  Governor  and  High  Commissioner  of  Natal, 
with  the  local  rank  of  general — having  been  promoted 
lieutenant-general  in  March  of  the  preceding  year. 

He  completed  the  subjugation  of  the  Zulus,  and  brought  the 
Zulu  War  to  a  conclusion.  He  afterwards  overpowered 
Sekukuni's  hostile  nation,  and  destroyed  their  stronghold, 
while,  when  trouble  seemed  imminent  with  the  disaffected  Boers 
of  the  Transvaal,  he  finally  subdued  them,  and  completed  the 
annexation  of  their  country.  He  was  rewarded  with  the  G.C.B. 
and  a  medal  with  clasp.  He  returned  home  in  May,  1880,  and 
took  up  the  appointment  of  Quartermaster-General,  but  it  was 
from  the  office  of  Adjutant-General  that  Sir  Garnet  was  called 


FIELD-MARSHAL    VISCOUNT    WOLSELEY.         27 

in  July,  1882,  to  crush  the  power  of  Arabi  Pasha  in  Egypt,  and 
in  a  campaign  of  twenty-five  days  disembarked  an  army  at 
Ismailia,  traversed  the  desert,  and  seized  the  capital  of  Egypt, 
together  with  its  citadel  and  rebel  commander,  having  in  that 
period  fought  and  defeated  the  enemy  no  less  than  five  times — 
finally  at  Tel-el-Kebir,  where  a  strongly  entrenched  position 
was  taken  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  after  an  arduous  night 
march,  all  the  enemy's  guns  captured,  and  his  army  overwhelmed. 
For  these  results  the  successful  general  was  raised  to  the 
Peerage  under  the  title  of  "  Baron  Wolseley  of  Cairo  and  of 
Wolseley  in  the  county  of  Stafford,"  was  promoted  general  for 
distinguished  service  in  the  field,  and  received  the  medal 
with  clasp,  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Turkish  Order  of  the  Osmanieh 
and  the  Khedive's  Star. 

His  last  active  service  was  two  years  later,  when,  in  1884, 
he  was  called  upon  to  rectify  the  errors  caused  by  the  delays  and 
vacillations  of  the  politicians,  and  when,  having  after  immense 
exertions  organized  an  expedition  on  a  vast  scale  and  on  a  novel 
plan  for  the  relief  of  Gordon  in  Khartum,  the  advance  of  the 
force  arrived  just  two  days  too  late,  and  the  Sudan  was  then 
for  some  years  abandoned  to  the  Dervishes.  For  all  that  he 
had  attempted  to  do — for  all  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  was  possible  to  do — Lord  Wolseley  was  raised  to  the  rank 
of  a  Viscount  in  the  Peerage,  and  received  two  clasps  to  his 
Egyptian  medal. 

Resuming  his  post  as  Adjutant-General  to  the  Forces,  he 
served  in  that  office  until  1890,  when  he  proceeded  to  Ireland  for 
five  years  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces,  and  having  on 
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May  26th,  1894,  attained  the  rank  of  Field-Marshal,  he,  on 
November  1st,  1895,  was  appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  British  Army,  finally  retiring  from  active  service — so  far 
as  a  Field-Marshal  can  be  said  to  retire — in  1900. 

With  aU  the  work  that  Lord  Wolseley  has  crowded  into  his 
active  life,  he  has  found  time  for  literary  pursuits,  his  chief 
pubhcations  being  The  Soldier's  Pocket  Booh,  The  Life  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  The  Decline  and  Fall  of  Napoleon,  and  his 
own  deeply  interesting  autobiography  entitled  A  Soldier^  s 
Life. 

He  is  Colonel  of  the  Royal  Irish  Regiment,  Hon.  Colonel  of 
the  Royal  Scots,  Territorial  Force,  Hon.  Colonel  of  the  2nd 
Battalion  City  of  London,  Territorial  Force,  and  Hon.  Colonel 
of  the  Royal  Canadian  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

His  clubs  are  the  United  Service  and  Athenaeum. 
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DEUM  COLE.  REGEM  SERVA. 

FIELD-MARSHAL    THE    RIGHT    HONOURABLE 
THE    EARL    ROBERTS.    Y.C.,    K.G. 

Field-Marshal  the  Right  Hon.  Frederick  Sleigh,  Earl 
Roberts  of  Kandahar,  Pretoria  and  Waterford,  V.C, 
K.G.,  K.R,  G.C.B.,  O.M.,  G.C.S.L,  G.CJ.E.,  is  to-day  one  of 
the  most  striking  personalities  in  the  British  Army.  All  his 
life  through  he  has  known  how  to  preserve  the  mens  sana  in 
corpore  sano,  and  keen,  wiry,  and  alert,  he  is  ever  to  the  front, 
always  working  for  the  good  of  his  country,  and  whether 
addressing  a  public  meeting  on  the  needs  of  rifle  shooting,  or 
pointing  out  the  citizen-duty  to  his  country,  or  bringing  forward 
a  motion  connected  with  National  Defence  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
his  utterances  are  always  listened  to  with  respect.  His  un- 
affected geniality  and  kindliness  of  heart  have  won  the  affections 
of  all  who  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  serve  under  him ;  his 
personal  gallantry,  his  prestige,  and  his  genuine  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  rank  and  file  have  endeared  him  to  the  Army 
as  a  whole ;  while  with  those  native  soldiers  whom  he  has  so  often 
led,  and  with  whom  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  has  been 
associated,  "  Roberts  Sahib  Bahadur  "  is  a  name  to  conjure  with. 
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Lord  Roberts  is  one  of  a  family  of  soldiers.  His  father  was 
General  Sir  Abraham  Roberts,  G.C.B.,  who  commanded  a 
brigade  in  the  First  Afghan  War,  and  later  on  the  contingent  of 
Shah  Shuja ;  while  his  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Major 
Bunbury,  of  the  62nd  Foot. 

Bom  at  Cawnpore  on  September  3rd,  1832,  Frederick  Roberts 
was,  at  an  early  age,  sent  to  Eton  and  completed  his  military 
education  at  Addiscombe ;  he  was  gazetted  second  lieutenant 
in  the  Bengal  Artillery  in  December,  1851,  embarking  for  India 
late  in  the  following  February.  On  arrival  in  India  he  was 
posted  to  a  company  of  artillery  at  Peshawar,  where  his  father 
was  then  commanding,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  staff,  and  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  Mutiny — 
which  was  to  afford  him  so  many  opportunities  for  the  display 
of  his  soldierly  qualities — found  him  occupying  the  post  of 
D.A.Q.M.  General.  When  the  Punjab  Movable  Column  was 
formed  under  command  of  Chamberlain,  young  Roberts  was 
appointed  Staff  Officer  to  it,  and  on  Chamberlain  becoming 
Adjutant-General,  in  succession  to  Colonel  Chester  who  had 
been  killed  at  Badli-ki-Serai,  Nicholson  assumed  command 
of  the  column,  and  Roberts  was  thus  brought  into  closer  touch 
with  one  who,  as  he  has  told  us,  "impressed  him  more  profoundly 
than  any  man  he  had  ever  met  before  or  has  ever  met  since.'* 
When,  however,  artillery  officers  were  urgently  required  with 
the  troops  before  Delhi,  Roberts,  leaving  the  Movable  Column, 
pushed  on,  and  on  arrival  at  the  Ridge  was  appointed  D.A.Q.M. 
General  with  the  artillery  of  the  force.  He  served  throughout 
tho  siege  and  capture  of  the  city,  in  the  operations  under  Sir 
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Hope  Grant,  and  was  present  at  the  relief  and  final  re-taking  of 
Lucknow.  At  the  action  of  the  Kali  Nadi  he  was  following  up 
the  retreating  enemy  when  he  saw  two  sepoys  making  off  with  a 
standard,  which  he  determined  to  capture,  so  rode  after  and 
overtook  them,  and  while  wrenching  the  staff  out  of  the  hands 
of  one  of  them,  whom  he  had  cut  down,  the  other  fired  at  him, 
but  fortunately  the  musket  missed  fire,  and  Roberts  carried  off 
the  standard.  For  this  achievement  and  because,  as  the  record 
stated,  "  Lieutenant  Roberts's  gallantry  on  every  occasion  has 
been  most  marked,"  he  was  awarded  the  Victoria  Cross. 

In  1863  Major  Roberts,  as  he  had  now  become  by  brevet, 
was  employed  in  the  Umbeyla  Campaign,  and  four  years  later 
accompanied,  as  D.A.Q.M.  General,  the  Bengal  Brigade  which 
proceeded  to  Abyssinia  under  Donald  Stewart.  He  was  pro- 
moted a  brevet  lieutenant-colonel  for  his  services,  and  when 
in  1871  he  had  again  seen  service  with  the  Lushai  Expeditionary 
Force,  he  became  a  C.B.  In  1878  came  the  declaration  of  war 
with  Afghanistan  ;  just  previously  Roberts,  who  for  three  years 
had  been  Quartermaster-General,  had  taken  over  command 
of  the  Punjab  Frontier  Force  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general, 
and  now  that  hostilities  were  imminent,  and  three  columns  were 
to  advance  into  Afghanistan,  one  of  these — the  Kurram  Field 
Force — was  placed  under  Roberts's  command.  At  this  date 
he  became  a  local  major-general  while  still  only  a  major  in  the 
regiment.  For  his  share  in  the  operations  which  led  to  the 
Treaty  of  Gandamak,  closing  the  first  phase  of  the  Second 
Afghan  War,  Major-General  Roberts  was  made  a  K.C.B.,  and 
accorded  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.      When  the 
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massacre  at  Kabul  of  Cavagnari  and  the  members  of  the  British 
IVIission  necessitated  the  resumption  of  hostiUties,  the  Indian 
Government  was  scarcely  prepared.  One  of  the  three  columns 
had  been  broken  up,  another  was  far  away  at  Kandahar,  and 
General  Roberts's  force  at  Kurram  was  the  only  one  in  a  position 
to  reach  Kabul  quickly,  and  deal  retribution  for  the  treachery 
of  the  Afghans.  The  column  in  the  Kurram  Valley  was  greatly 
strengthened,  and  General  Roberts  successfully  fought  his  way 
to  Kabul,  and  wintered  within  the  defences  of  Sherpur.  There 
was  constant  fighting  round  about  Kabul  in  the  early  months  of 
the  Afghan  winter,  Sherpur  itself  was  attacked,  there  were 
frequent  raids  upon  the  lines  of  communication  and  in  the  more 
southerly  field  of  operations,  but  by  January,  1880,  the  outlook 
was  fairly  satisfactory,  the  country  was  becoming  more  tranquil, 
and  Sir  Donald  Stewart  moved  via  Ghazni  towards  Kabul, 
in  view  of  carrying  out  a  complete  and  connected  scheme  for 
the  pacification  of  the  country,  and  an  early  withdrawal  from 
northern  Afghanistan.  Sir  Donald  Stewart  reached  Kabul 
in  May,  and,  Abdurrahman  having  been  recognised  as  Amir  of 
Afghanistan,  measures  were  being  concerted  for  the  gradual 
break-up  of  the  British  forces,  when  at  the  end  of  July  news 
reached  Kabul  of  the  defeat  by  Ayub  Khan  of  General  Burrows' 
brigade  at  Maiwand,  and  of  General  Primrose  with  the  remainder 
of  his  force  being  besieged  at  Kandahar. 

Roberts,  at  Kabul,  was  313  miles  from  Kandahar,  the  British 
Government  was  in  despair,  the  Council  at  Simla  was  divided 
as  to  the  best  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  relief  of  the  Kandahar 
garrison  and  the  re-establishment  of  our  prestige,  when  telegrams 
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from  Kabul  reached  Simla  proposing  that  Roberts  should  march 
to  Kandahar.  The  suggestion  was  accepted,  and  within  a  week 
a  column  just  under  10,000  strong,  composed — both  in  regard 
to  men  and  transport — of  the  pick  of  the  forces  under  Stewart 
and  Roberts — had  set  out  from  Kabul,  and  for  four  weeks 
was  completely  lost  to  view,  re-appearing  at  the  end  of  that 
period  at  Kandahar  to  dispose  at  once  of  Ayub  Khan  and  his 
hitherto  victorious  troops. 

"A  march  conducted  without  a  base  of  operations  or  com- 
munications of  any  kind  through  a  hostile  country,  and  towards 
a  point  presumably  in  possession  of  an  enemy  who  had  been 
recently  successful,  could  only  be  warranted  by  such  necessity 
as  had  arisen  ;  in  this  instance,  however,  the  wisdom  which 
prompted  the  measure,  and  the  courage  which  executed  it, 
sprang  of  experience,  and  of  the  confidence  which  claims  success 
as  certainty.  The  result  justified  the  conception,  and  the  march 
from  Kabul  to  Kandahar  has  been  recognised  as  a  great 
achievement." 

On  his  return — somewhat  broken  in  health — to  England, 
Roberts,  who  was  now  a  lieutenant-general,  was  created  a 
baronet,  received  the  thanks  of  Parliament,  and  was  presented 
with  the  freedom  of  the  City  of  London,  while  on  his  return  to 
India,  he  became  Commander-in-Chief  in  Madras.  Prior, 
however,  to  his  leaving  England  in  1881,  the  British  Forces 
in  South  Africa  had  met  with  a  disaster  at  the  hands  of  the 
Boers,  and,  when  the  humiliating  news  of  Majuba  reached  this 
country,  it  seemed  natural  to  turn  to  Sir  Frederick  Roberts 
to   retrieve   our  fortunes ;     he   was   accordingly   appointed   to 
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succeed  Sir  George  Colley,  and  embarked  for  South  Africa. 
While  on  his  way  out  to  take  up  his  command  peace  was  un- 
expectedly made  with  the  Dutch,  and  the  stay  of  Sir  Frederick 
in  Cape  Town  was  limited  to  twenty-four  hours,  the  Government 
being  apparently  as  anxious  to  get  him  away  from  Africa  as 
they  had  been  to  hurry  him  out  there. 

When  in  1885  we  seemed  upon  the  verge  of  war  with  Russia, 
it  was  decided  in  India  to  mobilise  two  army  corps,  and  Sir 
Frederick  was  nominated  to  the  command  of  the  first  of  these. 
War  was,  however,  averted,  and  in  November  of  the  same  year 
the  Commander-in-Chief  in  Madras  succeeded  Sir  Donald 
Stewart  as  Commander-in-Chief  in  India.  Soon  after  assuming 
office  he  proceeded  to  Burma,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Herbert  Mac- 
pherson,  and  took  charge  of  the  operations  which  brought  that 
campaign  to  a  close.  For  the  remaining  seven  years  that  Lord 
Roberts  remained  in  India  he  devoted  himself  to  the  safeguarding 
of  the  north-west  frontier — completed  communications,  prepared 
defence  schemes,  and  built  fortifications,  "  gave  work  we  cannot 
buy,"  and  left  the  frontier  secure  so  far  as  want  of  money 
could  make  it  so.  He  and  Lady  Roberts  were  responsible  for 
a  scheme  for  supplying  skilled  nursing  to  the  military  hospitals 
in  India  ;  he  established  a  Regimental  Institute  in  every  British 
regiment  and  battery  in  India  ;  improved  enormously  the  shoot- 
ing of  the  army — both  British  and  native — and  when  in  1893, 
his  forty-one  years  in  India  having  come  to  an  end,  and  Lord 
Roberts,  as  he  had  now  become,  laid  down  his  high  office,  he 
left  it  feeling  that  all  men  knew  and  appreciated  what  he  had 
done   to   safeguard   the   glorious  heritage  our  forefathers   had 
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bequeathed  to  us,  and  leaving,  too,  the  army  of  India  the  richer 
for  having  known  and  served  him,  the  poorer  for  his  loss.  Who, 
that  was  present,  can  forget  the  scene  at  Lahore  when  Lord 
Roberts  took  leave  of  the  fair  province  which  had  sent  so  many 
of  its  stout  yeomen  to  fight  for  him  and  for  the  Sirkar :  "  Tell 
those  soldiers  " — said  the  Great  Little  Man  to  the  vast  assembly — 
"  tell  those  soldiers  who  have  served  with  me  in  bygone  years, 
and  who  are  living  in  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  Punjab,  that 
I  bid  them  good-bye  through  you.  I  shall  never  forget  them, 
and  I  hope  that  sometimes  they  will  think  of  their  old  comrade 
and  commander  whose  Indian  career  has  now  come  to  an  end." 
In  some  form  or  other  the  message  did  filter  through  to  the 
ex-Sepoys,  and  throughout  the  great  province  old  men  were 
coming  in  to  the  headquarters  of  districts  to  know :  "  Did 
Roberts  Sahib  Bahadur  want  them  again,  for  they  were  ready, 
they  and  their  sons  ?  " 

In  1895  Roberts  took  over  command  of  the  forces  in  Ireland, 
but  in  that  Black  Week  in  1899,  when  the  British  Army  in 
South  Africa  had  met  with  repeated  reverses,  and  the  Boers 
seemed  to  be  carrying  everything  before  them,  the  nation  turned 
to  Lord  Roberts  to  snatch  victory  from  defeat.  His  only  son 
had  fallen  at  Colenso,  but  Lord  Roberts  put  aside  his  private 
grief  and,  answering  to  the  nation's  appeal,  started  at  short 
notice  for  South  Africa,  where  success  seemed  to  wait  upon  his 
coming.  The  relief  of  Kimberley  and  Mafeking,  the  surrender 
of  Cronje,  the  capture  of  Bloemfontein  and  Pretoria,  the 
annexation  of  the  two  Republics — and  yet  when  the  veteran 
commander  had   done   all   this   for   England,   and   somebody. 
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standing  by  him  as  he  sat  on  his  horse  watching  his  victorious 
troops  swing  past  through  the  market-place  of  the  Transvaal 
capital,  said  to  him  :  "  You  must  be  a  happy  man  to-day,  sir," 
Lord  Roberts  answered :  "  No,  not  happy,  satisfied."  His 
reply  might  have,  perhaps,  been  different  had  his  boy  been  by 
his  side  on  that  day  of  supreme  triumph. 

In  recognition  of  his  great  services  in  South  Africa,  Lord 
Roberts  was  created  an  Earl,  was  made  a  Knight  of  the  Garter, 
and  a  grant  of  £100,000  was  voted  him  by  Parliament,  while 
he  was  appointed  to  succeed  Lord  Wolseley  as  Commander-in- 
Chief.  In  the  year  1904,  however,  the  office  was  abolished, 
and  Lord  Roberts  has  since  devoted  himself  to  endeavouring 
to  inculcate  a  love  of  rifle  shooting  among  his  countrymen, 
urging  that  it  is  the  duty  of  aU  Englishmen  to  fit  themselves  for 
taking  their  share  in  the  defence  of  their  country  should  occasion 
arise  ;  and  as  president  of  the  National  Service  League,  and  as 
one  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  National  Defence 
Association,  the  Field-Marshal  has  done  much  to  bring  home 
the  needs  of  the  nation  to  its  young  men.  To  this  end,  then — 
at  an  age  when  most  men  who  have  led  so  active  a  life  would 
be  taking  their  ease — Lord  Roberts  is  devoting  himself. 

In  the  appreciative  General  Order  which  His  Majesty  the 
King  made  public  on  Earl  Roberts  laying  down  his  office  of 
Commander-in-Chief,  the  King  gave  expression  to  the  respect 
and  admiration  which  Englishmen  all  the  world  over  feel  for 
one  who  has  so  well  deserved  of  his  country.  Lord  Roberts 
in  his  time  has  received  many  honours  and  rewards — decorations 
from  his  own  and  from  Continental  sovereigns,  the  thanks  of 
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the  British  ParHament,  the  freedom  of  many  cities,  and  honorary 
degrees  from  all  the  universities  of  Great  Britain — £tnd  yet  it 
is  possible  that  what  he  values  above  all  is  the  love  and  respect 
of  those  humble  comrades,  British  and  native,  whom  he  has 
commanded  alike  in  peace  and  in  war,  whose  faces  he  remembers, 
and  whose  names — and  deeds — are  never  forgotten  by  the 
best-loved  of  commanders. 


DEUM  COLE.  REGEM  SERVA. 

ADMIRAL    OF    THE    FLEET    THE    RIGHT    HON. 
LORD    WALTER    TALBOT    KERR,    G.C.B. 

Admiral  of  the  Fleet  the  Right  Honotjrable  Lord 
Walter  Talbot  Kerr,  G.C.B.,  was  born  in  Scotland  on 
September  28th,  1839,  and  is  the  fourth  son  of  the  Most 
Honourable  the  seventh  Marquis  of  Lothian  and  Lady  Cecil 
Chetwynd  Talbot,  daughter  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  second 
Earl  Talbot.  He  was  educated  at  Rugby  College,  entered 
the  Royal  Navy  as  a  naval  cadet  in  August,  1853,  and  served 
in  that  rank  on  board  the  "  Neptune,"  120  guns,  and  the  screw 
steamship  "  Cornwallis,"  60  guns,  in  the  Baltic  expeditions 
of  1854-55,  for  which  services  he  was  the  recipient  of  the  Baltic 
medal. 

Subsequently  he  was  appointed,  as  a  midshipman,  to  the 
screw  steam  frigate  "  Shannon,"  51  guns,  600  horse-power, 
and  2,667  tons,  under  the  command  of  Captain  William  Peel. 
This  vessel  was  the  finest  frigate  then  afloat,  carried  heavy 
metal  for  those  days,  and  was  capable  of  steaming  at  the  rela- 
tively high  speed  of  twelve  knots  per  hour. 

On  March  17th,  1857,  the  "Shannon"  left  England  for  China, 
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and  upon  arriving  at  Singapore  on  the  11th  of  the  following  June, 
those  on  board  received  the  first  intimation  of  the  outbreak  of 
the  Indian  Mutiny.  However,  having  embarked  Lord  Elgin 
and  his  suite,  she  continued  her  voyage  to  Hong  Kong.  Further 
news  having  come  to  hand  with  regard  to  the  dangerous  state 
of  affairs  obtaining  in  India,  Lord  Elgin  re-embarked,  and  detach- 
ments of  the  Royal  Marines  and  of  the  90th  Regiment  having 
been  also  taken  on  board,  the  "  Shannon  "  sailed  for  Calcutta, 
and  reached  the  mouth  of  the  river  Hooghly  on  August  6th. 

Upon  arriving  off  Fort  William,  Captain  Peel  offered  Lord 
Canning,  the  Governor-General,  the  services  of  the  bluejackets 
of  the  "  Shannon,"  with  some  of  the  ship's  guns,  to  form  a 
Naval  Brigade.  The  offer  having  been  gladly  accepted,  this 
historic  force,  which  was  subsequently  added  to  by  other  blue- 
jackets and  merchant  seamen  enlisted  at  Calcutta,  left  the 
City  of  Palaces  in  up-country  craft  on  August  14th,  taking  with 
it  ten  8-inch  guns  and  two  brass  field  pieces,  its  junior  officers 
including  Lord  Walter  Kerr. 

On  October  23rd,  the  advanced  guard  and  the  siege  train, 
accompanied  by  Lord  Walter,  started  from  Allahabad  for  the 
"  front,  and  arrived  at  Cawnpore  on  November  6th.  Here  he 
was  able  to  see  the  House  of  Massacre  (happily  long  since  swept 
away)  in  all  its  hideousness,  and  the  newly  fiUed-in  Well  of 
Cawnpore,  now  guarded  by  a  colossal  statue  of  the  Angel  of 
Mercy,  and  to  the  British  race  the  most  sacred  spot  in  aU 
India. 

During  the  stay  of  the  Naval  Brigade  at  Cawnpore,  Lord 
Walter  was  sent  with  Lieutenant  Vaughan,  R.N.,  to  the  palace 
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of  the  infamous  Nana  Sahib,  at  Bithoor,  to  assist  in  pumping 
out  some  wells,  at  the  bottom  of  which  there  was  said  to  be 
treasure,  but  the  operation  was  unsuccessful. 

Later  on,  when  the  Naval  Brigade  left  Cawnpore,  Lord  Walter 
remained  in  command  of  another  midshipman  and  seventy- 
eight  men.  Eventually  he  took  part  in  the  final  relief  of  the 
Residency,  and  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Lucknow,  and  for  his 
services  with  the  Naval  Brigade  was  mentioned  in  despatches, 
and  awarded  the  Indian  Mutiny  medal  with  the  Relief  of 
Lucknow  clasp. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Naval  Brigade  to  Calcutta,  it  was 
entertained  at  a  banquet  in  the  Town  Hall  on  September  1st, 
1858 ;  but,  unfortunately,  its  gallant  and  wounded  chief,  Sir 
William  Peel,  who  had  been  made  a  K.C.B.  for  his  distinguished 
and  ever-to-be-remembered  services  to  his  country,  had  some 
time  previously  succumbed  to  an  attack  of  small-pox. 

It  may  weU  be  that,  nearly  half  a  century  later,  holding  the 
highest  naval  rank,  and  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  the  chair- 
man (Field-Marshal  Earl  Roberts,  K.G.)  at  the  banquet  given 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  Daily  Telegraph  to  the  Indian  Mutiny 
veterans,  in  the  Royal  Albert  Hall,  on  December  23rd,  1907, 
Lord  Walter's  thoughts  reverted  to  that  former  dinner.  It  was 
a  time  for  reflection,  for,  as  Lord  Curzon  said  in  his  admirable 
and  eloquent  speech,  when  proposing  the  health  of  "  The  Sur- 
vivors of  the  Indian  Mutiny,"  those  who  were  privileged  to  be 
present  in  that  great  hall  were  gazing  for  the  last  time  at  one  of 
the  supremo  pages  of  history  before  it  was  turned  back  for  over 
and  stored  away  on  the  dusty  shelves  of  time. 
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Promoted  to  the  rank  of  acting  mate  on  September  28th, 
1858,  Lord  Walter  Kerr  became  a  lieutenant  on  September 
5th,  1859,  and  in  that  capacity  served  on  board  the  steam  sloop 
"  Flying  Fish,"  6  guns,  871  tons,  and  350  horse-power ;  the 
steam  frigate  "  Emerald,"  51  guns,  2,913  tons,  and  600  horse- 
power ;  and  the  steam  ship  "  Princess  Royal,"  73  guns,  3,129 
tons,  and  400  horse-power,  flagship  on  the  China  Station  of 
Rear- Admiral  George  St.  V.  King,  C.B. 

On  April  3rd,  1868,  he  attained  the  rank  of  commander,  and 
was  successively  second  in  command  of  the  armour-plated 
screw  ship  "  Hercules,"  12  guns,  5,234  tons,  and  1,200  horse- 
power, attached  to  the  Channel  Squadron,  and  the  armour- 
plated  screw  ship  "  Lord  Warden,"  18  guns,  7,842  tons,  and 
6,706  horse-power,  flying  the  flag  of  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Hastings 
R.  Yelverton,  K.C.B.,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Mediterranean 
Fleet. 

In  1870,  while  serving  as  commander  of  the  "  Hercules," 
then  lying  in  the  river  Tagus,  a  man  named  John  Cochrane 
fell  into  the  water,  and  Lord  Walter,  jumping  overboard  from  a 
height  of  about  30  feet,  supported  him  until  a  boat  arrived 
to  their  assistance.  For  this  act  of  gallantry  the  Royal  Humane 
Society  conferred  its  silver  medal  upon  him. 

Reaching  post  rank  on  November  30th,  1872,  he  was  at 
various  times  captain  of  the  armour-plated  screw  ship 
"Minotaur,"  17  guns,  10,627  tons,  and  6,702  horse-power, 
flagship  of  Rear- Admiral  F.  Beauchamp  P.  Seymour,  C.B., 
Senior  Officer  in  command  of  the  Channel  Squadron  ;  the  twin- 
screw  armour-plated  ship  "  Alexandra,"   12  guns,  9,492  tons. 
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and  8,615  horse-power,  flagship  of  his  previous  chief  in  the 
Channel  Fleet,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  F.  Beauchamp  P.  Seymour, 
K.C.B.  (afterwards  Lord  Alcester),  then  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Mediterranean  Fleet ;  and  the  "  Pembroke,"  flagship 
of  the  Admiral-Superintendent  at  Chatham,  Rear-Admiral 
George  W.  Watson. 

In  June,  1885,  he  was  selected  for  the  post  of  Private  Secretary 
to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  a  position  which  he  retained 
until  September,  1889,  serving  during  the  major  portion  of 
that  period  under  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton, 
and  for  a  short  time  under  the  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of 
Ripon,  K.G. 

In  January,  1887,  he  was  appointed  a  Naval  Aide-de-camp 
to  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  but  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
that  appointment  at  the  end  of  the  following  year,  as  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  on  January  1st,  1889. 
He  was  Rear-Admiral  in  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  from  April 
2nd,  1890,  to  March  4th,  1892,  and  flew  his  flag  on  board  the 
first-class  battleship  "Trafalgar,"  10  guns,  11,940  tons,  and 
12,000  horse-power.  From  August  25th,  1892,  until  May  6th, 
1895,  he  was  Second  Sea  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  being  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Spencer,  K.G., 
and  the  First  Sea  Lord  being  Admiral  Sir  Anthony  Hiley  Hoskins, 
K.C.B. 

He  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  on  February 
20thy  1895,  and  on  May  27th  of  the  same  year  he  hoisted  his 
flag  as  Senior  Officer  in  Command  of  the  Channel  Squadron 
on  board  the  first-class  battleship  "  Royal  Sovereign,"  14  guns, 
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14,150  tons,  and  9,000  horse-power  (with  natural  draught).  He 
held  command  of  the  Channel  Fleet  until  May,  1897,  and  com- 
manded it  during  the  Tactical  Naval  Exercises  of  1895,  and 
commanded  the  "  A  "  and  "  B  "  Squadrons  during  the  Naval 
Manoeuvres  of  1896. 

In  1896,  upon  the  occasion  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria's 
birthday,  he  was  gazetted  a  K.C.B. 

From  May  1st,  1899,  to  August  13th,  1899,  he  was  again  at 
the  Admiralty  in  the  capacity  of  Second  Sea  Lord,  and  on 
August  14th  of  the  same  year  he  became  First  Sea  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  succession  to  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  Frederick 
W.  Richards,  G.C.B.,  and  fiUed  that  high  and  most  important 
office  until  October  19th,  1904,  when  he,  in  turn,  was  succeeded 
by  Admiral  Sir  John  A.  Fisher,  G.C.B.  It  may  be  mentioned 
that  during  his  tenure  of  office  as  First  Sea  Lord,  the  First  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  were  respectively  the  Right  Hon.  the  Viscount 
Goschen  and  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Selborne. 

Lord  Walter  Kerr  had  attained  the  rank  of  admiral  on  March 
21st,  1900,  and  on  June  16th,  1904,  in  recognition  of  his  dis- 
tinguished services,  he  was,  under  the  special  provisions  of  an 
Order  in  Council,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Admiral  of  the  Fleet. 
The  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  was  conferred  upon 
him  on  June  26th,  1902,  the  date  originally  fixed  for  the 
coronation  of  His  Majesty  King  Edward  VII.  ;  and  he  also 
possesses  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  Charles  III.  of 
Spain. 

That  he  still  takes  an  active  interest  in  naval  and  military 
matters  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  last  year  he  was  Vice- 
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Chairman  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  United  Service  Institution, 
and  this  year  is  its  Chairman. 

He  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Derbyshire,  is  addicted  to 
cycling,  photography,  and  botany,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Service  and  Junior  Carlton  Clubs. 

In  1873,  Lord  Walter  Kerr  married  Lady  Amabel  Cowper 
(who  died  in  1906),  daughter  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  sixth  Earl 
Cowper,  and  has  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
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DEUM  COLE.  REGEM  SERVA. 

ADMIRAL  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 
SIR  JOHN  CHARLES  DALRYMPLE  HAY,  BART., 

G.C.B.,  F.R.S. 

Admiral  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Charles  Dalrymple 
Hay,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  F.R.S.,  D.C.L.,  LL.D.,  D.L.,  etc.,  son  of 
Sir  James  Dalrymple  Hay,  second  baronet,  and  Elizabeth, 
eldest  daughter  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Shaw  Heron- 
Maxwell,  Bart.,  of  Springkell,  was  born  at  113,  Princes  Street, 
Edinburgh,  on  February  11th,  1821,  and  has  thus  lived  in  the 
reigns  of  four  British  sovereigns. 

Having  been  educated  privately  and  at  Rugby,  under  the 
great  Dr.  Arnold,  he  on  August  8th,  1834,  joined,  at  Portsmouth, 
as  a  volunteer  of  the  first  class,  the  frigate  "  Thalia,"  42  guns, 
flagship  of  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue  Patrick  Campbell,  for 
passage  to  the  "  Trinculo,"  a  16-gun  brig  of  about  350  tons, 
then  employed  on  the  south-west  coast  of  Africa.  However, 
for  political  reasons  that  need  not  be  entered  into  here,  his 
service  did  not  commence  to  count  until  January  24th,  1835. 

At  that  period  there  was  practically  no  entrance  examination 
for  the  Royal  Navy  for  those  who  had  not  been  at  the  Naval 
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College,  and  a  contemporary  of  Mr.  Hay  told  him  that  he  had 
only  had  to  write  out  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the  Ten  Command- 
ments, and  that  when  going  into  the  examination  room  he  had 
pulled  his  father's  coat-tail  to  ask  how  many  "  I's  "  there  were 
in  "  haUowed." 

If  the  examinations  were  nil  the  encouragement  to  enter  the 
service  was  not  very  great,  for  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue  Sir 
Frederick  L.  Maitland,  K.C.B.,  the  Admiral-Superintendent  of 
Portsmouth  Dockyard,  who  had  commanded  the  "  Bellerophon," 
74  guns,  when  the  Emperor  Napoleon  surrendered  to  him  after 
the  battle  of  Waterloo,  said  to  Mr.  Hay  :  "  You  are  a  great  fool 
for  going  to  sea ;  go  home  again.  There  are  over  4,000  lieu- 
tenants, and  1,200  mates  and  midshipmen,  and  it  is  impossible 
that  you  can  ever  hope  to  be  a  lieutenant  before  you  are  thirty 
years  of  age." 

On  February  17th,  1835,  Mr.  Hay  was  transferred  from  the 
"  ThaHa  "  to  the  *'  Trinculo,"  in  Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
The  armament  of  the  last-named  vessel  consisted  of  fourteen 
32-pounder  carronades,  and  two  long  9-pounder  guns,  to  which 
was  added  an  18-pounder  carronade  for  the  pinnace,  all  of  them 
being,  of  course,  smooth  bores.  Her  muskets,  as  was  generally 
if  not  wholly  so  at  that  period,  were  of  the  old  Brown  Bess  pattern, 
and  were  fitted  with  flint  locks,  and  the  same  was  the  case  with 
her  pistols.  These  latter  were  heavy,  and  the  instructions  were 
to  fire  them  if  possible  when  boarding,  and  then  to  use  them  as 
clubs  or  missiles. 

Mr.  Hay  served  in  the  *'  Trinculo  "  during  the  first  Kaffir  War, 
being  landed  with  seamen  and  marines  for  the  defence  of  Port 
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Elizabeth,  Algoa  Bay,  and  also  took  an  active  part  in  the 
suppression  of  the  abominable  slave  trade. 

Having  arrived  home  at  Spithead  in  the  "  Trinculo  "  on  May 
14th,  1836,  he  was  appointed  to  the  "  Minden,"  74  guns,  forming 
part  of  the  Channel  Squadron,  and  afterwards  to  the  "  Imogene," 
a  26-gun  frigate  commanded  by  Captain  Henry  W.  Bruce, 
who  had  been  a  midshipman  with  Captain  Blackwood  on  board 
the  frigate  "  Euryalus  "  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  and  then 
bound  for  South  America  and  the  Pacific. 

On  January  25th,  1837,  he  was  rated  as  midshipman,  and 
after  about  three  years  absence  from  England,  the  "  Imogene  " 
was  paid  off  at  Plymouth  on  December  6th,  1839. 

Next,  having  been  sent  out  in  the  "  Prometheus,"  22  guns, 
Mr.  Hay  joined  the  "  Benbow,"  72  guns,  flagship  of  Rear- Admiral 
of  the  Blue  Sir  John  Louis,  Bart.,  Second-in-Command  of  the 
Mediterranean  Station,  at  Vourla  Bay,  on  March  17th,  1840. 
This  ship  took  part  in  the  blockade  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  then 
ruled  by  Francis  II.,  afterwards  notorious  as  King  "  Bomba," 
and  was  subsequently  detailed  to  assist  in  the  operations 
on  the  coast  of  Syria,  arriving  off  Beyrout  on  August  25th, 
1840. 

Present  on  board  the  "  Benbow  "  at  the  bombardment  of 
Beyrout  between  September  10th  and  16th,  the  attack  on 
Tortosa  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month  (for  which  he  was 
specially  mentioned  for  his  conduct  in  command  of  a  boat),  and 
at  the  capture  of  St.  Jean  d'Acre  on  November  3rd,  Mr.  Hay  in 
due  course  received  the  Syrian  War  and  Turkish  medals,  with  a 
clasp  for  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  and,  having  passed  the  necessary 
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examination  in  seamanship,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  mate 
(or  sub-lieutenant)  on  February  17th,  1841. 

The  "  Benbow  "  was  paid  off  at  Sheerness  in  May,  1842,  and 
on  March  24th,  1843,  Mr.  Hay  sailed  for  China  on  board  the 
paddle-wheel  steam  sloop  "  Spiteful,"  6  guns  and  280  horse- 
power, and  arrived  at  Hong  Kong  some  five  months  after 
leaving  Plymouth.  However,  having  seriously  damaged  her 
paddle-wheels  during  the  outward  passage,  the  "  Spiteful " 
then  had  to  proceed  to  Bombay  to  effect  repairs,  there  being 
no  facilities  for  executing  such  at  Hong  Kong. 

Upon  arrival  at  Bombay  his  vessel  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  dockyard,  and  he  was  shifted  for  a  time  to  the  "  Clio," 
a  16-gun  sloop,  and  to  the  "  Cornwallis,"  72  guns,  eventually 
returning  to  China  on  board  the  steam  vessel  "  Vixen,"  6  guns  ; 
and  on  August  15th,  1844,  he  attained  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
in  a  death  vacancy — all  death  vacancies  on  a  station  being  then 
filled  up  by  absolute  promotions  at  the  discretion  of  the 
commander-in-chief. 

Rear- Admiral  of  the  Blue  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  Kt., 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  East  Indies  Station,  which  then 
included  the  China  Seas,  having  selected  Lieutenant  Hay  to  be 
his  flag-lieutenant,  the  latter  joined  the  flagship  "  Agincourt," 
72  guns,  commanded  by  his  old  friend  Captain  Bruce,  with 
whom  he  had  sailed  in  the  *'  Imogene,"  on  November  12th, 
1844. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Hay's  promotion,  he  wore  only  one 
epaulette,  for  although  the  uniform  had  been  altered  at  home 
earlier   in   the   year,  and  lieutenants  given  two  epaulettes,  the 
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change  on  distant  stations  was  not  authorised  until  the 
beginning  of  1845.  At  the  same  period,  the  full-dress  uniform 
of  naval  officers  had  red  cuffs  and  collars.  The  headgear  on 
board  the  "  Agincourt,"  as  indeed  was  pretty  generally  the 
case  elsewhere,  was  an  ordinary  black  chimney-pot  hat,  with 
a  piece  of  gold  lace  and  a  button  on  one  side,  generally  called 
the  "lightning  conductor."  A  peaked  cap,  with  a  gold  lace 
band  round  it,  was  also  uniform,  but  it  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  admiral  or  captain  in  each  ship  as  to  whether 
the  top-hat  or  cap  should  be  worn. 

During  his  tenure  of  office  as  flag-lieutenant,  then  a  very 
arduous  post,  involving  extremely  early  rising  and  abnormally 
long  hours  of  duty,  which  he  held  until  November  1st,  1845, 
he  shared  in  the  operations  at  Maluda  Bay,  when  the  formidable 
batteries  and  stockades  which  formed  the  stronghold  of  Sheriff 
Osman,  a  famous  pirate,  were  destroyed  after  a  hard  fight. 

On  November  1st,  1845,  he  returned  to  his  old  vessel,  the 
"  Vixen,"  and  on  August  28th  of  the  following  year  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander  in  another  death  vacancy. 
Having  been  appointed  to  command  the  sloop  "  Wolverine," 
16  guns,  on  October  29th,  1846,  Commander  Hay  remained  in 
charge  of  that  vessel  until  she  was  paid  off  at  Chatham  on  May 
11th,  1847. 

He  was  next  appointed  to  the  sloop  "  Columbine,"  16  guns, 
then  in  the  China  seas,  and  in  command  of  her  was  senior  officer 
at  the  destruction  of  Chinese  piratical  fleets,  respectively  under 
Chiuapoo,  second  in  command  of  the  notorious  Shap'ngtzai's 
flotilla,  in  Bias  Bay,  and  under  Shap'ngtzai  himself  in  Tonquin 
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River,  in  the  autumn  of  1849.  Upon  both  occasions  there  was 
desperate  fighting,  and  in  recognition  of  these  beneficial 
exploits  he  was  presented  with  a  service  of  plate  by  the  merchants 
of  China,  and  specially  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  on 
January  20th,  1850.  Early  in  the  same  year  he  paid  off  the 
*'  Columbine  "  at  Chatham. 

In  January,  1854,  Captain  Hay  was  appointed  to  command 
the  "  Victory,"  flagship  of  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Red  Sir  Thomas 
Cochrane,  K.C.B.,  Commander-in-Chief  at  Plymouth,  and  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Russian  War  had  all  the  work  on  his 
hands  of  manning  the  ships  of  that  port,  a  duty  which,  to  his 
great  regret,  prevented  him  taking  any  part  in  the  Baltic 
Campaign. 

Of  this  manning  business  he  has  since  told  us :  "At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Crimean  War  in  1854,  this  country  was  never 
before  so  unable  to  man  its  fleet.  Incapables  of  aU  kinds  were 
sent  down,  and  I  had  to  receive  and  draft  them  into  the  newly- 
commissioned  ships.  Among  those  who  were  presented  was 
an  old  man  with  a  wooden  leg,  who  had  never  been  at  sea.  I 
refused  him.  Admiral  Berkeley,  whose  duty  it  was  to  man  the 
fleet,  was  always  indignant  if  any  man  was  rejected,  and  the 

*  wooden  leg  '  was  returned  to  me  with  an  order  to  send  him  to 
the  *  St.  George.'  Soon  after,  that  vessel  had  the  benefit  of 
his  services.  He  was  sent  on  shore  from  her  at  Deal  and 
found   his  way   to   the   Tower  rendezvous,  and  again  to  the 

*  Victory.'  I  drafted  him  to  some  other  ship,  from  which  he 
wa«  soon  discharged,  and  finally  he  reached  the  '  Victory '  for 
the  third    time.      A    friend    of    mine,  George    Hastings,  was 
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sailing  in  the  *  Cyclops '  for  the  West  Coast  of  Africa.  I  ap- 
pointed the  man  (by  order)  as  ship's  cook.  Hastings  touched 
at  Falmouth  and  landed  him,  and  I  saw  the  *  wooden-leg '  no 
more  ;  but  there  were  hundreds  of  others  equally  inefficient." 

During  the  time  that  Captain  Hay  was  flag-captain  at  Ports- 
mouth, the  first  trial  of  iron  plates  for  protecting  ships'  sides 
from  shot  and  shell  was  made,  a  4J  inch  plate  of  hammered  iron 
being  sent  down  to  be  tested.  This  plate  satisfactorily  resisted 
68-pounder  shot  fired  at  close  quarters,  broke  up  shells  on 
impact,  and  was  practically  the  genesis  of  armour-plating  in 
the  British  Navy. 

On  January  25th,  1855,  he  became  flag-captain  to  Rear- 
Admiral  of  the  White  Houston  Stewart,  C.B.,  Second-in-Command 
of  the  Black  Sea  Fleet,  who  flew  his  flag  on  board  the  screw 
steamship  "  Hannibal,"  90  guns  and  450  horse-power,  which 
vessel,  when  Captain  Hay  joined  her,  was  lying  off  Sebastopol. 

In  this  ship  he  took  part  in  both  the  expeditions  to  Kertch, 
was  present  at  the  siege  and  fall  of  Sebastopol,  the  latter  event 
occurring  on  September  8th,  1855,  and  assisted  at  the  bombard- 
ment and  capture  of  Kinburn  on  the  17th  of  the  following 
October.  For  these  services  he  received  the  Crimean  and 
Turkish  medals,  the  Sebastopol  clasp,  and  the  fourth  class  of 
the  Imperial  Ottoman  Order  of  the  Medjidie.  The  "  Hannibal  " 
eventually  returned  to  Portsmouth,  and  was  paid  off  on  Novem- 
ber 20th,  1856. 

On  the  25th  of  the  same  month  Captain  Hay  commissioned 
at  Devonport  the  "  Indus,"  78  guns,  the  last  sailing  line-of- 
battleship  ever  commissioned  in  England,  as  flagship  of  Rear- 
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Admiral  of  the  Red  Sir  Houston  Stewart,  K.C.B.,  just  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  North  America  and  West  Indies 
Station,  and,  with  some  interval  owing  to  sickness,  served  in 
her  until  September  5th,  1859,  this  being  his  last  service  afloat. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Greenwich 
Hospital  (1859-60),  Chairman  of  the  Iron  Plate  Committee 
(1861-64),  a  Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Admiralty  (1866-68), 
and  a  PubHc  Works  Loan  Commissioner  (1862-1874). 

In  March,  1861,  he  succeeded  his  father  as  third  baronet, 
and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  on  April  6th, 
1866,  the  dates  cf  his  commissions  as  vice-admiral  and  admiral 
being  respectively  April  30th,  1873,  and  March  21st,  1878. 

Having  sought  ParHamentary  honours  in  the  Conservative 
interest.  Sir  John  sat  successively  as  member  for  Wakefield 
(1862-65),  Stamford  (1866-80),  and  Wigtown  Burghs  (1880-85), 
and  then  finally  retired  from  Westminster. 

In  1869  he  was  nominated  a  Companion  of  the  Bath  ;  in  1874 
he  was  created  a  Privy  Councillor ;  in  1885  he  was  promoted 
to  a  Knight  Commandership  of  the  Bath ;  and  in  1902,  upon 
the  occasion  of  the  coronation  of  King  Edward  VII.,  the  Grand 
Cross  of  the  same  Order  was  conferred  upon  him. 

Taking  a  constant  interest  in  all  that  appertains  to  the  naval 
and  military  professions,  he  has  twice  been  Chairman  of  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  United  Service  Institution,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  Institution's  Vice-Presidents,  and  is  also  a  Vice-President 
of  the  Institution  of  Naval  Architects. 

In  addition,  he  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  a  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  a  Doctor  of  Civil  Law  (Oxon.), 
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a  Doctor  of  Law,  a  Deputy-Lieutenant  and  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  County  Wigtown,  and  the  author  of  The  Suppression  of 
Piracy  in  the  China  Seas,  1849,  Lines  from  My  Log-hook,  etc. 

In  1847  Sir  John  Hay  married  the  Hon,  Eliza  Napier  (who 
died  in  1901),  daughter  of  the  ninth  Baron  Napier,  and  has  two 
sons  and  five  daughters  living. 


DEUM  COLE,  REGEM  SERVA. 

ADMIRAL  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD 
CHARLES  BERESFORD,  G.C.Y.O.,  K.C.B. 

Admiral  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Charles  William 
DE  LA  PoER  Beresford,  G.C.V.O.,  K.C.B.,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Channel  Fleet,  is  the  second  son  of  the  Most  Honourable 
and  Reverend  John  de  la  Poer  Beresford,  fourth  Marquis  of 
Waterford,  by  his  wife,  Christiana,  fourth  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  Charles  Powell  Leslie,  M.P.,  of  Glaslough,  County  Monaghan, 
and  was  born  at  Philipstown,  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  on 
February  10th,  1846,  and  thus  is  in  his  sixty- third  year. 

Having  received  his  early  education  at  Bayford  School,  and 
at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Foster's,  Fareham,  Hants,  he  entered  H.M.S. 
"  Britannia,"  as  a  naval  cadet,  in  1859,  and,  after  completing 
the  prescribed  period  in  that  training  establishment,  was  in 
due  course  appointed  to  the  screw  three-decker  "  Marlborough," 
131  guns,  flying  the  flag  of  Vice- Admiral  Sir  William  Fanshawe 
Martin,  K.C.B. ,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  naval  forces 
in  the  Mediterranean. 

In  1863,  while  serving  as  a  midshipman  on  board  the 
"  Defence,"  Lord  Charles  was  awarded  the  bronze  medal  of  the 


DEFENDERS    OF   OUR    EMPIRE. 


C^oa\vO->v   h 


^MjJ/^ 


^ 


Photo  by  Russell  &  Son,  Sout/isea. 


LORD    CHARLES    BERESFORD.  55 

Royal  Humane  Society  for  having,  at  a  time  when  his  ship  was 
lying  in  the  Mersey,  jumped  overboard  and  supported,  until 
picked  up,  a  shipmate  who  had  fallen  into  the  water.  Later 
on  in  the  same  year,  he  was  the  recipient  of  the  gold  medal  of 
the  Liverpool  Shipwreck  and  Humane  Society  for  having  gone 
overboard  after  a  man  who  had  fallen  out  of  a  boat  whilst 
going  off  to  the  "  Defence  "  in  Dublin  Bay. 

Passing  the  necessary  examinations,  he  became  a  sub- 
lieutenant on  January  2nd,  1866,  and  successively  served  in 
that  capacity  on  board  the  steam  frigate  "  Sutlej,"  flagship 
of  Vice- Admiral  the  Hon.  Joseph  Denman,  Commander-in-Chief 
on  the  Pacific  Station,  the  steam  sloop  "  Research,"  and  the 
Royal  Yacht  "  Victoria  and  Albert." 

Obtaining  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  on  September 
2Ist,  1868,  he  was  appointed  to  the  steam  frigate  "  Galatea," 
then  commanded  by  Captain  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh, 
K.G.,  and  employed  on  particular  service. 

In  February,  1871,  he  was  awarded  a  clasp  to  the  medal 
previously  granted  by  the  Royal  Humane  Society,  for  having 
sprung  overboard  at  Port  Stanley,  Falkland  Islands,  with  heavy 
shooting  clothes  on  and  his  pockets  filled  with  cartridges,  and 
assisted  to  save  a  marine  from  drowning. 

In  November,  1872,  Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Keppel, 
Commander-in-Chief  at  Devonport,  selected  him  as  his  flag- 
lieutenant,  a  post  which  he  held  for  nearly  three  years,  and  in 
November,  1875,  he  attained  the  rank  of  commander. 

Ever  a  keen  politician.  Lord  Charles  was  elected  Conservative 
Member  of  Parliament  for  Waterford  in  1874,  and  continued 
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to  represent  that  constituency  until  1880,  such  a  proceeding 
not  then  being  considered  incompatible  with  full-pay  employ- 
ment in  the  navy. 

In  the  winter  months  of  1875-76  he  was,  in  the  position  of 
Naval  Aide-de-camp,  in  attendance  on  the  Prince  of  Wales 
(now  King  Edward  VII.)  upon  the  occasion  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness's  memorable  visit  to  India. 

From  1878  to  1881  he  commanded  the  Royal  Yacht 
"  Osborne,"  and  on  December  31st  of  the  latter  year  was 
appointed  to  command  the  gunboat  "  Condor,"  one  of  the  units 
of  the  Mediterranean  Squadron.  Some  six  months  later,  on  July 
11th,  1882,  Lord  Charles'  first  great  opportunity  came  to  him, 
and  he  was  not  slow  to  embrace  it.  On  that  day — in  consequence 
of  the  massacre  that  had  taken  place  there  in  the  previous  June ; 
the  rebellion  of  Arabi  Pasha  against  his  sovereign,  the  Khedive 
of  Egypt ;  the  great  British  interests  involved  thereby,  and  the 
refusal  of  the  rebels  to  hand  over  or  dismantle  the  fortifications 
of  the  city — the  British  Fleet,  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Sir  Frederick  Beauchamp  Seymour,  G.C.B.  (afterwards  Lord 
Alcester),  bombarded  Alexandria.  Early  in  the  proceedings 
the  battleship  "  Temeraire  "  unfortunately  grounded,  and  Lord 
Charles  was  detailed  to  assist  in  getting  her  afloat.  This  duty 
successfully  accomplished,  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  by 
gallantly  engaging  at  close  quarters  the  formidable  Marabout 
Fort,  situated  on  an  island  to  the  westward  of  the  port,  which 
was  armed  with  two  12-inch  18-ton  guns,  two  9-inch  12-ton 
guns,  twenty  32-pounders,  and  five  mortars,  as  opposed  to  his 
own  one  7-inch  gun,  and  two  64-pounders ;   a  fact  which  drew 
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from  the  Commander-in-Chief  a  signal  of  "  Well  done, 
*  Condor ' !  " 

As  is  well-known,  after  the  bombardment  an  era  of  anarchy, 
incendiarism,  and  looting  commenced  among  the  always 
turbulent  population  of  Alexandria,  and  Lord  Charles'  services 
were  requisitioned  to  organise  an  effective  police  force,  to  ex- 
tinguish fires,  and  to  restore  order.  Dynamite  and 
gunpowder  were  used  to  blow  up  buildings,  and  thus  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  flames,  and  his  police  duties  were  carried  out  to 
perfection  with  his  accustomed  energy  and  zeal.  Incendiaries 
taken  red-handed  were  summarily  shot,  and  other  persons 
caught  plundering  were  flogged,  the  improvised  Court  sometimes 
sitting  in  the  ruined  Grand  Square,  where  the  executions  took 
place,  under  the  shadow  of  the  equestrian  statue  which  com- 
memorates the  great  ruler  of  Egypt,  Mehemet  Ali  Pasha. 

Of  Lord  Charles'  labours  at  this  period,  the  Times 
correspondent,  on  July  24th,  1882,  wrote : — "I  say  without 
fear  of  contradiction  that  no  such  work  has  ever  been  done 
with  such  complete  absence  of  violence." 

Mentioned  in  despatches  for  gallantry,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  captain  on  August  7th,  1882,  his  commission  being 
ante-dated  to  July  11th  of  the  same  year.  He  was  also  awarded 
the  Egyptian  medal  (with  Alexandria  clasp),  the  Khedive's 
bronze  star,  and  the  Third  Class  of  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Order 
of  the  Medjidie,  conferred  upon  him  by  H.H.  the  Khedive, 
Tewfik  Pasha,  authorised  by  H.I.M.  the  Sultan  of  Turkey. 

From  November,  1884,  to  March,  1885,  he  served  with  the 
Nile  Expedition,   undertaken  for  the  relief  of  Major-General 
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Charles  Gordon,  C.B.,  besieged  at  Khartum  by  Mohamed 
Ahmed,  the  so-called  Mahdi,  while  engaged  in  arranging  for  the 
evacuation  by  the  Egyptian  garrisons  of  the  Sudanese  provinces. 

In  the  first  instance,  he  held  an  appointment  on  the  Staff 
of  Greneral  Lord  Wolseley,  and  assisted  in  the  arduous  work  of 
getting  the  boats  up  the  river  to  Korti,  and  then  commanded 
the  Naval  Brigade,  which  formed  part  of  the  Desert  Column, 
under  Major-General  Sir  Herbert  Stewart,  K.C.B.,  sent  forward 
from  that  place  in  January,  1885,  for  the  purpose  of  extricating 
General  Gordon  from  his  perilous  position  at  Khartum.  A  few 
days  later,  at  the  battle  of  Abu  Klea,  he  was  knocked  over  when 
the  Dervishes  rushed  the  British  square,  but  was  practically  un- 
injured, and  was  the  only  man  not  killed  of  those  who  were  in 
immediate  charge  of  the  naval  machine  gun.  He  was  left  in 
charge  of  the  zareba  at  Abu  Klea  while  the  troops  marched  to 
Gubat,  and  subsequently  took  his  share  in  the  attack  on 
Matammeh,  his  gallantry  upon  all  occasions  being  officially 
commended. 

It  had  been  the  intention  that  when  the  steamers  sent  by 
General  Gordon  for  the  transport  of  the  relief  column 
arrived  from  Khartum  they  should  be  manned  by  the 
Naval  Brigade  and  be  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Charles  Beresford ;  but  when  Gubat  was  again  reached  after 
the  attack  on  Matammeh,  and  the  steamers  appeared,  all  the 
officers  of  the  Naval  Brigade,  with  the  exception  of  Lord  Charles 
himself,  had  been  killed  or  wounded,  and  he  was  so  ill  that  he 
could  not  walk  without  assistance.  Under  these  circumstances. 
Colonel  Sir  Charles  Wilson,  K.C.M.G.,  who  had  succeeded  to 
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the  chief  command  when  Sir  H.  Stewart  received  what  proved 
to  be  a  mortal  wound  at  Abu  Klea,  left  Gubat  for  Khartum, 
taking  with  him  the  steamers  "  Bordein  "  and  "  Talahawiyeh," 
a  native  boat,  20  British  soldiers,  and  about  240  black  troops. 

Having  sighted  Khartum  and  ascertained  that  it  had  already 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Mahdi,  Sir  Charles  commenced  his 
return  journey,  but,  unfortunately,  the  "  Talahawiyeh  "  struck 
a  rock  and  sank,  and  the  "  Bordein  "  was  also  lost  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Meruat  Island. 

News  of  the  disaster  was  sent  down  the  river,  and  Lord  Charles 
Beresford  promptly  started  to  the  rescue  on  board  the  steamer 
"  Safia."  However,  when  abreast  of  a  battery  at  Wad-el-Habishi 
her  boiler  was  injured  by  a  projectile,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  anchor.  For  some  twenty-four  hours  a  duel  was  maintained 
between  the  "  Safia  "  and  the  fort,  the  former  keeping  down 
the  enemy's  fire  with  her  two  machine  guns,  during  which  time 
the  boiler  was  being  repaired  by  the  chief  engineer  of  H.M.S. 
"  Helicon,"  Mr.  (now  Sir)  Henry  Benbow  (K.C.B.,  D.S.O.). 

The  repairs  completed,  Sir  Charles  Wilson's  party  was  embarked 
and  thus  saved  from  inevitable  annihilation.  For  this  service 
Lord  Charles  Beresford  was  once  more  mentioned  in  despatches, 
and  speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty  said  of  it :  "  The  rescue  of  Sir  Charles  Wilson  by  Lord 
Charles  Beresford  was  a  feat  of  arms  equally  remarkable  for  the 
skill  and  gallantry  displayed." 

In  both  Houses  of  Parliament  he  was  mentioned,  respectively 
by  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury  and  the  Marquis  of  Hartington,  in 
connection  with  the  vote  of  thanks  for  the  operations  in  the 
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Sudan,  and  in  August,  1885,  Lord  Wolseley  wrote  of  him  as 
"  an  ofl&cer  whose  readiness  of  resource,  and  whose  ability  as  a 
leader,  are  only  equalled  by  his  daring." 

He  now  received  the  Nile,  1884-1885,  and  Abu  Klea 
clasps,  and  was  made  a  Companion  of  the  Bath. 

During  this  same  year  he  re-entered  Parliament  as  Member 
for  the  Eastern  Division  of  Marylebone,  and  held  the  seat 
until  1889. 

In  August,  1886,  he  became  Junior  Naval  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  during  his  tenure  of  office  caused  some  consternation 
at  Whitehall  by  declining  to  sign  the  Naval  Estimates  without 
first  carefully  examining  and  understanding  them.  However, 
in  January,  1888,  he  resigned  his  Commissionership,  owing  to 
his  extreme  dissatisfaction  with  the  then  strength  of  the  Fleet. 

On  December  13th,  1888,  Lord  Charles  brought  forward  a 
motion  in  the  House  of  Commons  with  a  view  to  seventy  ships 
being  added  to  the  Navy  at  a  cost  of  £20,000,000.  His  proposal 
was  ridiculed  by  the  Government,  and  it  was  suggested  that 
he  was  greatly  exaggerating  the  state  of  affairs.  However,  he 
stuck  to  his  guns,  and  made  many  speeches  throughout  the 
country,  and  in  March,  1899,  had  the  supreme  satisfaction  of 
hearing  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  announce  the  intro- 
duction of  a  Naval  Defence  Act,  having  for  its  object  an  ex- 
penditure upon  shipbuilding,  spread  over  a  term  of  years, 
amounting  to  £21,500,000. 

In  December,  1889,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
firet-claas  armoured  cruiser  "  Undaunted,"  on  the  Mediterranean 
Station,  and  early  in  May,  1890,  was  instrumental  in  saving  the 
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French  cruser  "  Seiguelay,"  which  had  gone  ashore  off  Jaffa 
during  a  gale  of  wind.  The  French  officers  declared  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  refloat  their  ship,  but  although  unable 
to  approach  with  his  own  vessel  within  less  than  about  850 
yards,  after  three  days  of  hard  work,  Lord  Charles  succeeded 
in  getting  her  into  deep  water.  For  this  service  he  received  the 
thanks  of  the  French  Government,  and  a  present  of  a  beautiful 
Sevres  china  vase  ;  and  the  President  of  the  Republic  would 
have  conferred  the  Legion  of  Honour  upon  him  had  not  the 
proposition  been  vetoed  by  the  British  Government. 

Soon  after  the  "  Undaunted "  came  home  in  1893,  Lord 
Charles  was  appointed  to  command  the  Steam  Reserve  at 
Chatham,  and  did  so  until  1896. 

On  January  6th,  1897,  he  was  appointed  a  Naval  Aide-de- 
camp to  Queen  Victoria,  and  as  such  took  part  in  her  Diamond 
Jubilee  celebrations,  but  had  to  relinquish  the  post  on  September 
16th  of  the  same  year,  when  he  became  a  rear-admiral. 

In  1897  he  entered  Parliament  for  the  third  time,  as  member 
for  York,  and  so  great  was  his  popularity  that  it  is  said  that  he 
was  invited  to  contest  no  less  than  forty-six  seats  before  he  made 
a  definite  choice.     He  represented  York  until  early  in  1900. 

In  August,  1898,  at  the  request  of  the  Associated  Chambers 
of  Commerce  in  Great  Britain,  he  went  to  China  on  a  commercial 
mission,  and  a  book  which  he  afterwards  published,  called 
The  Break-up  of  China,  in  which  he  advocated  what  is  known 
as  the  policy  of  the  "  open  door,"  gave  the  results  of  his  tour. 

In  January,  1900,  he  was  appointed  Second  in  Command  of 
the  Mediterranean  Fleet,  and  held  that  position  for  two  years. 
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Early  in  1902  he  returned  to  Parliament  for  a  fourth  time, 
Woolwich  upon  this  occasion  providing  him  with  a  seat,  which, 
however,  he  only  held  until  February  of  the  following  year. 

On  October  3rd,  1902,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  vice- 
admiral,  and  in  April,  1903,  he  was  appointed  Senior  Officer 
m  Command  of  the  Channel  Fleet,  retaining  that  command 
until  1905. 

From  1905  to  1907 — he  had  been  promoted  to  admiral  on 
November  11th,  1906 — he  was  Commander-in-Chief  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  in  March,  1907,  became  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Channel  Fleet. 

Notwithstanding  the  strenuousness  of  his  past  career,  he  has 
found  time  to  write  A  Life  of  Nelson,  and  various  lectures  and 
magazine  articles.  It  may  be  added  that  he  finds  recreation  in 
turnery  and  carpentering,  and  is  a  very  enthusiastic  sportsman. 

In  1878  Lord  Charles  married  Mina,  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  Richard  Gardner,  M.P.  for  Leicester,  and  has  two  daughters. 
He  is  a  FeUow  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  a  freeman  and 
liveryman  of  the  Salters'  Company,  and  a  member  of  the 
Marlborough,  United  Service,  Carlton,  Savage,  and  Turf 
Qubs. 

Of  recent  years  many  honours  have  fallen  to  his  share.  He 
is  a  G.C.V.O.,  and  a  K.C.B.,  and  also  possesses  the  Grand  Cordon 
of  the  Medjidie,  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Saviour  of  Greece,  the 
Grerman  Order  of  the  Red  Eagle,  and  the  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour,  the  last  named  decoration  having  been 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  President  of  the  French  Republic 
during  his  recent  visit  to  England. 
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GENERAL  SIR  JOHN  D.  P.  FRENCH, 
G.C.Y.O.,  K.C.B.,  K.C.M.G. 

General  Sir  John  Denton  Pinkstone  French  was  born  at 
Ripple  Vale,  Ripple,  Kent,  on  September  28th,  1852.  He  was 
the  only  son  of  Captain  French,  R.N.,  and  of  Margaret,  daughter 
of  William  Eccles,  and  it  was  early  intended  that  he  should 
follow  his  father's  profession.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  joined 
the  '*  Britannia,"  and  served  for  four  years  as  a  naval  cadet 
and  midshipman,  quitting  the  Royal  Navy  in  1870.  In  1874 
he  entered  the  Army,  obtaining  a  commission  in  the  8th  Hussars, 
shortly  afterwards  transferring  to  the  19th.  He  became  a 
captain  on  October  16th,  1880,  and  was  promoted  to  a  majority 
in  April,  1883,  but  it  was  not  until  the  year  following  that  he 
first  saw  anything  of  active  service.  His  opportunity  came  at 
last  when  Mr.  Gladstone's  "  Government,  which  had  long  ignored 
the  call  of  honour  abroad,  was  driven  to  the  Sudan  by  the 
cries  of  shame  at  home."  Gordon  was  still  holding  out  in 
Khartum  when  the  Relief  Expedition  was  finally  undertaken, 
and  the  Camel  Corps,  composed  of  four  regiments,  was  preparing 
to  strike  across  the  Bayuda  Desert  from  Korti  to  Matammeh. 
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It  was  December  30th,  1884,  when  the  Desert  Column  started 
on  the  desperate  venture ;  it  numbered  but  1,100  officers 
and  men,  but  they  were  the  flower  of  the  Army,  and  they  were 
led  by  Sir  Herbert  Stewart.  With  the  Desert  Column  went  Major 
French,  and  at  Abu  Klea  he  took  part  in  what  the  historian  of 
The  River  War  has  described  as  "  the  most  savage  and  bloody 
action  ever  fought  in  the  Sudan  by  British  troops.  Notwith- 
standing the  numbers  and  the  valour  of  the  Arabs,  that  they 
penetrated  the  square,  and  that  they  inflicted  on  the  troops  a 
loss  of  nine  officers  and  sixty-five  men  killed,  and  nine  officers 
and  eighty-five  men  wounded — 10  per  cent,  of  the  entire  force — 
they  were  driven  from  the  field  with  great  slaughter,  and  the 
Desert  Column  camped  at  the  weUs." 

French  moved  on  with  the  weakened  column,  which,  short  of 
water,  impeded  by  the  carriage  of  wounded  men  and  stores, 
accomplished  the  march  of  twenty-seven  miles  from  the  wells 
of  Abu  Klea  to  the  Nile  at  Matammeh,  opening  a  road  for  them- 
selves through  the  very  midst  of  the  Dervish  army,  "  infuriated 
by  their  losses,  and  fully  aware  of  the  sore  straits  to  which  their 
astonishing  enemy  was  now  reduced." 

At  Matammeh,  French  and  others  waited — sick  with  anxiety 
as  to  the  fate  of  Gordon,  longing  to  know  whether  the  soldiers 
had  been  able  to  make  good  the  delays  of  the  politicians — while 
Sir  Charles  Wilson,  with  twenty  British  soldiers  and  a  few 
bluejackets,  embarking  on  two  of  Gordon's  steamers,  set  out  for 
Khartum  to  find  on  arrival  that  the  Flag  was  no  longer  flying, 
that  the  lonely  man  had  been  sacrificed,  that  all  was  over,  and 
that  they  had  come  too  lato.     French  again  was  one  of  those 
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who  marched  back  across  the  Bayuda  Desert  to  Korti,  their 
footsteps  dogged  all  the  way,  and  their  retreat  pressed  by  the 
exultant  enemy.  Many  years  were  to  elapse  before  French 
was  again  to  see  service  in  Africa,  and  in  the  meantime,  and  by 
other  hands,  Charles  Gordon — whom  he  had  tried  to  help  to 
save — had  been  avenged :  "his  memory  had  proved  a  spell 
to  draw  his  countrymen  through  many  miles  and  many  dangers, 
that  they  might  do  him  honour  and  clear  their  own,  and  near 
his  unknown  grave,  on  the  scene  of  his  famous  death,  might  pay 
the  only  tributes  of  respect  and  affection  which  lie  within  the 
power  of  men,  however  strongly  they  be  banded  together, 
however  well  they  may  be  armed." 

For  his  services  in  this  campaign  of  the  Nile,  Major  French 
was  mentioned  in  despatches,  and  was  awarded  the  medal 
with  two  clasps  and  the  Khedive's  star. 

In  February,  1885,  he  became  a  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
exactly  four  years  later  obtained  the  command  of  the  19th 
Hussars,  which  he  held  until  February,  1893,  having  been  a 
full  Colonel  since  1889.  During  1893-94  he  was  employed  on  the 
Staff  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  Cavalry,  and  was  then 
— in  1895 — appointed  Assistant  Adjutant-General  at  Army 
Headquarters.  He  remained  in  this  appointment  for  two  years, 
when  he  was  nominated  to  command  the  Second  Cavalry  Brigade 
at  Aldershot  with  the  rank  of  brigadier,  being  transferred 
thence  in  1899  as  a  temporary  major-general  to  the  command 
of  the  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 

When  on  October  9th,  1899,  the  Government  of  the  Transvaal 
Republic  threw  the  glove  in  the  face  of  the  British  Empire,  the 
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forces  of  the  Suzerain  Power  had  been  but  very  slightly  increased 
from  the  strength  at  which  they  had  stood  two  months  before, 
when  some  6,0(X)  men — contained  in  two  regiments  of  cavalry, 
three  field  batteries,  and  six  and  a  half  battalions  of  infantry 
— were  strung  out  along  an  extended  frontier  for  the  protection 
of  British  interests.  Reinforcements  had,  however,  been 
despatched  in  swift  ships  and  in  hot  haste  from  England  and 
from  India,  and  to  French  had  come  the  chance  of  a  lifetime, 
when  the  ex-Colonel  of  the  19th  Hussars  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  Cavalry  Division  in  Natal  with  the  rank  of  major- 
general.  The  outbreak  of  the  war  found  him  at  Ladysmith, 
assuming  command  of  his  division,  which  contained  such  regi- 
ments as  the  5th  Dragoon  Guards,  the  5th  Lancers,  the  18tli 
and  19th  Hussars,  with  the  Natal  Carabineers,  the  Natal  Mounted 
Police,  the  Border  Mounted  Rifles,  and  the  Imperial  Light 
Horse. 

The  day  after  reaching  Ladysmith,  General  French  recon- 
noitred in  force  to  Modder  Spruit,  and  on  October  21st  he  led 
out  towards  Elandslaagte  a  few  squadrons  from  the  5th  Dragoon 
Guards,  5th  Lancers,  and  Volunteer  Cavalry,  with  a  field  battery, 
the  Natal  Mountain  Battery,  and  half  a  battalion  of  infantry 
in  the  armoured  train.  The  Boers  were  surprised  at  Elandslaagte 
Station  and  quickly  retired,  but  speedily  realising  how  small 
was  the  force  opposed  to  them,  they  rallied,  and  General  French 
withdrew,  hard  pressed,  to  the  high  ground  north  of  Modder 
Spruit,  whence  he  sent  into  Ladysmith  for  reinforcements  to 
carry  the  position.  Another  battery,  several  squadrons  of 
mounted  men,  and  two  battalions  under  Colonel  Ian  Hamilton, 
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arrived  by  road  and  rail,  and  General  French,  again  taking  the 
offensive,  captured  the  Boer  position — the  two  opening  actions 
of  the  campaign  having  thus  terminated  to  the  advantage  of 
the  British.  In  the  actions  of  Rietfontein  and  Lombard's  Kop, 
French  commanded  Sir  George  White's  cavalry,  and  then,  it 
becoming  only  too  apparent  that  the  close  siege  to  which 
Ladysmith  was  about  to  resign  itself  precluded  the  use  of  cavalry 
or  the  need  for  a  cavalry  commander.  General  French  was  sent 
out  of  the  town  in  the  very  last  train  which  made  its  way  through 
the  Boer  forces  closing  round  it.  To  him  was  assigned  the 
command  of  a  small  force — a  mere  handful  of  men  scraped 
together  from  anywhere — whose  mission  was  to  oppose  that 
portion  of  the  forces  of  the  Orange  Free  State  which  had  already 
commenced  the  invasion  of  Cape  Colony,  and  which,  having 
passed  the  Orange  River  at  Norval's  Pont,  had  now  occupied 
Colesberg.  French's  force  was  added  to  by  degrees,  but  was 
never  a  large  one,  consisting  mainly  of  mounted  men,  but  it 
attained  a  very  high  degree  of  mobility,  and  was  able  to  cover 
a  vast  area,  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  actual  strength  in  men 
and  guns.  The  operations  in  which,  from  this  time  onwards 
until  the  commencement  of  the  general  advance,  French  was  now 
engaged,  were  admirably  conducted,  and  the  use  he  made  of 
his  cavalry  and  guns  in  checking  the  advance  of  the  Free  Staters 
may  well  serve  as  a  model  how  such  work  should  be  performed. 
For  the  relief  of  Kimberley,  the  opening  scene  of  the  new  act  in 
the  drama,  Lord  Roberts  called  up  French  to  the  point  where  he 
was  preparing  for  the  advance  upon  the  capitals  of  the  twin 
Republics,  and  a  force  of  some  5,000  mounted  men  and  gunners 
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was  concentrated  at  Ramdam,  twenty  miles  N.E.  of  Belmont, 
and  was  placed  under  General  French's  command. 

The  wild  ride  to  the  relief  of  beleaguered  Kimberley  is  one  of 
the  romantic  episodes  of  the  war — the  crossing  of  the  two  rivers, 
the  passage  of  the  waterless  veldt,  the  determination  to  get 
through,  the  brushing  aside  of  Boer  opposition,  and  the  in- 
toxication of  the  straight  run-in  to  Kimberley.  And  then  the 
news  of  Cronje's  situation  brought  to  the  wearied  horsemen ; 
the  hurried  marshalling  of  every  man  whose  mount  could  still 
bear  him  ;  and  the  long  night  ride  over  the  shadowy  plain  to  head 
off  the  Boer  commander  at  the  one  unguarded  drift  by  which 
he  might  yet  have  escaped  northward.  If  the  cavalry  and  its 
commander  had  done  nothing  else  in  the  war,  the  relief  of 
Kimberley  and  their  share  in  the  triumph  of  Paardeberg 
would  have  brought  them  laurels  enough  to  satisfy  most  men. 

Throughout  the  operations  resulting  in  the  capture  of 
Bloemfontein  and  Pretoria  General  French  commanded  the 
cavalry  division ;  he  was  in  charge  of  Lord  Roberts'  left  wing 
in  the  battles  east  of  Pretoria,  and  he  commanded  the  force 
in  the  operations  culminating  in  the  capture  of  Barberton. 
During  the  spring  of  1901 — after  Lord  Roberts  had  returned 
to  England — General  French  was  in  charge  of  the  extended 
operations  in  the  Eastern  Transvaal,  and  he  was  employed  later 
on  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  war  against  the  rebels  in  the  Cape 
Colony. 

For  General  French,  South  Africa  has  for  once  proved  itself 
not  the  grave  but  the  cradle  of  a  reputation  ;  it  has  been  said 
of  him  that  "  in  character  he  is  a  man  of  cold  persistence  and  of 
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fiery  energy,  cautious  and  yet  audacious,  weighing  his  actions 
well,  but  carrying  them  out  with  the  dash  which  befits  a  mounted 
leader.  He  is  remarkable  for  the  quickness  of  his  decision, 
alert,  resourceful,  and  determined."  Certainly  he  was  almost 
uniformly  successful  throughout  the  three  years  of  a  struggle 
wherein  he  always  held  high  command,  and  was  constantly  in 
the  field.  The  man  who  had  entered  upon  the  war  with  the 
local  rank  of  major-general,  was  confirmed  in  that  rank  for 
distinguished  service  in  the  field,  and  long  before  the  campaign 
was  over  he  had  in  his  pocket  the  appointment  to  the  command 
at  Aldershot  in  succession  to  Sir  Redvers  BuUer.  He  was  re- 
peatedly mentioned  in  despatches,  was  made  a  K.C.B.  and 
K.C.M.G.,  was  awarded  the  Queen's  medal  with  seven  clasps 
and  the  King's  medal  with  two,  while  he  had  not  been  long  in 
England  before — on  September  15th,  1902 — he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general. 

He  retained  command  at  Aldershot  until  the  autumn  of  1907, 
and  worked  hard  to  bring  the  Army — or  at  any  rate  that  portion 
of  it  which  came  under  his  purview — up  to  a  very  high  state  of 
efficiency  and  readiness  for  service.  At  a  time,  too,  when  many 
men  were  too  prone  to  accept  the  so-called  lessons  of  the 
campaign  as  applicable  to  war  under  all  possible  conditions 
and  against  every  description  of  belligerent.  General  French 
maintained  an  open  mind  and  was  able  to  discern,  and  to  teach 
those  under  him,  how  far  the  "  lessons  "  were  acceptable,  to 
what  extent  they  were  of  value  only  in  regard  to  the  peculiar 
and  novel  conditions  under  which  they  had  been  studied.  If 
the  training  at  Aldershot  was  hard  and  continuous,  if  officers 
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and  men  were  at  work  all  day  and  often  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  night,  it  was  remarked  that  their  general  spared  himself 
as  little  as  he  spared  them. 

While  commanding  at  Aldershot,  General  French  was  made  a 
G.C.V.O.  ;  on  February  12th  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
General — at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  55  ;  while  he  has 
been  colonel  of  his  old  regiment,  the  19th  (Alexandra,  Princess 
of  Wales's  Own)  Hussars,  since  February  14th,  1902. 

As  was  perhaps  only  to  be  expected,  Sir  John  French  was 
appointed,  on  December  21st,  1907,  Inspector  General  of  the 
Forces  in  succession  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Connaught — an  appointment  for  which  his  long,  varied,  and 
distinguished  service,  both  at  home  and  in  the  field,  peculiarly 
fits  him. 

The  record  of  the  service  of  Sir  John  French  seems  to  prove 
that  in  the  British  Army,  as  elsewhere,  there  is  indeed  a 
carriere  ouverte  aux  talents.  Without  any  particular  interest  or 
powerful  friends  the  leader  of  horse  has  worked  his  way  by  sheer 
ability  to  the  very  front,  and  has  proved  that  for  the  possessor 
of  such  gifts  the  pathway  to  success  lies  open — provided,  of 
course,  that  he  knows  also  how  to  "  take  occasion  by  the  hand." 

In  addition  to  the  honours  and  decorations  which  General 
Sir  John  French  has  received  at  the  hand  of  his  own  Sovereign, 
he  is  the  possessor  of  the  Prussian  Order  of  the  Red  Eagle,  of 
the  Iron  Crown  of  Austria,  and  of  the  Alexander  Nevsky  Order 
of  Russia ;  he  is  a  grand  officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honour ; 
and  our  own  universities  have  also  honoured  him,  for  he  is  a 
LL.D.  of  Cambridge,  and  a  D.C.L.  of  Oxford. 
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GENERAL     SIR     W.    G.    NICHOLSON,    G.C.B. 

William  Gustavus  Nicholson  was  born  on  March  2nd, 
1845,  the  son  of  the  late  WiUiam  M.  Nicholson,  D.L.,  J. P.,  of 
Roundhay  Park,  Yorkshire.  He  entered  the  Royal  Engineers 
on  March  21st,  1865,  proceeding  early  to  India,  where  so  much 
of  his  service  has  been  passed.  He  first  of  all  joined  the  Public 
Works  Department  at  Hyderabad,  was  later  posted  to  the  Punjab 
Irrigation  Branch,  and  was  then  finally  transferred  in  1875 
to  the  Military  Works  Department.  He  became  a  captain 
on  March  16th,  1878,  and  when  in  the  autumn  of  that  year 
the  intimate  friendship  which  the  Amir  Sher  Ali  Khan  had 
conceded  to  Russia,  and  consistently  denied  to  the  British, 
led  to  the  declaration  by  the  Government  of  India  of  war  against 
Afghanistan,  Captain  Nicholson  was  appointed  to  do  duty  with 
the  Engineer  Field  Park  with  the  First  Division  of  the  Kandahar 
Column.  In  this  appointment  he  did  much  excellent  work 
in  the  re-opening  of  the  Khojak  route  for  the  passage  of  the 
Kandahar  Column  across  the  Khwaja  Amran  range.  The  road 
followed  was  that  which  had  been  made  by  the  Army  of  the 
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Indus  in  1839-42  during  the  first  Afghan  War,  but  which  in  the 
course  of  nearly  forty  years  of  entire  neglect  had  fallen  into  such 
a  state  that  the  passage  of  a  laden  camel  had  become  almost 
impossible.  The  slope  on  the  north  side  of  the  Khojak  was 
found  to  be  terribly  steep,  and  much  valuable  time  would 
have  been  occupied  in  making  the  descent  safe  and  practicable 
for  wheeled  artillery  ;  it  was  accordingly  resolved  to  construct  a 
sUde  down  the  bed  of  a  watercourse  ;  and  down  this  slide,  thanks 
to  the  exertions  and  skill  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  of  whom 
Captain  Nicholson  was  not  the  least  hardworking  and  resource- 
ful, the  whole  of  the  guns,  limbers,  and  wagons  of  the  force  were 
lowered  by  ropes  without  loss  of  time  or  accident  of  any  kind. 

When  the  treaty  of  Gandamak  brought  to  a  close  the  first 
phase  of  the  second  Afghan  War,  that  part  of  the  Kandahar 
Column  which  had  now  come  to  be  called  the  South  Afghanistan 
Field  Force  was  directed  to  return  to  India  by  the  Thai 
Chotiali  route  into  the  Derajat,  and  thus  open  up  a  road,  the 
probable  value  of  which  had  long  been  urged  by  military 
authorities.  This  force  concentrated  in  March,  1879,  at  Khushdil 
Khan,  in  the  Upper  Peshin  Valley,  and,  moving  in  three  small 
columns  through  a  hitherto  untraversed  wilderness,  emerged, 
after  considerable  opposition,  at  Dera  Ghazi  Khan,  on  the  Indus. 
Captain  Nicholson  accompanied  the  Thai  Chotiali  Field  Force 
as  Commanding  Royal  Engineer. 

When  the  attack  on  the  British  Residency  at  Kabul  and  the 
massacre  of  the  members  of  the  Mission  caused  the  opening  of 
the  second  campaign,  he  waa  appointed  Field  Engineer  with 
the  Kabul  Field  Force  which,  under  Sir  Frederick  Roberts, 
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moved  from  Kurram  upon  Kabul,  and  occupied  the  fortified 
cantonment  of  Sherpur.  With  this  force  Captain  Nicholson 
saw  much  fighting,  including  the  action  at  Charasiah  on  October 
6th,  1879,  the  operations  round  Kabul  in  the  December  following, 
and  the  engagement  at  Lataband. 

The  news  of  the  disastrous  defeat  of  General  Burrows'  brigade 
at  Maiwand,  and  of  the  consequent  withdrawal  of  the  Kandahar 
Force  within  the  walls  of  that  city,  reached  Sir  Donald  Stewart 
and  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  in  Kabul  on  July  28th,  and  on  August 
8th  the  last-named  commander  led  out  on  the  southern  road 
the  picked  force  which,  lost  for  three  weeks  to  sight  and  hearing 
while  engaged  upon  the  wonderful  march  from  Kabul  to 
Kandahar,  was  upon  its  accomplishment  to  inflict  a  crushing 
defeat  upon  Sirdar  Ayub  Khan.  Captain  Nicholson  accompanied 
this  force,  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Kandahar,  and  when  the 
long-protracted  campaign  was  over,  wherein  he  had  three  times 
been  mentioned  in  despatches,  he  was  rewarded  for  his  services 
with  the  brevet  of  Major,  the  medal  with  three  clasps,  and  the 
bronze  star. 

Some  little  time  after  the  close  of  the  Afghan  War  he  was 
appointed  secretary  of  the  Defence  Committee  which  had  been 
established  by  Sir  Donald  Stewart — who  had  now  become 
Commander-in-Chief  in  India — and  the  value  of  Major 
Nicholson's  services  in  this  capacity  is  borne  witness  to  by  no 
less  an  authority  than  Lord  Roberts,  who  writes  of  him  as 
follows  in  his  Forty -one  Years  in  India : — "  None  of  the  members, 
except  Sir  Charles  Macgregor  and  Major  Nicholson,  at  all 
appreciated  the  great  change  which  had  taken  place  in  our 


74  •  DEFENDERS     OF     OUR     EMPIRE. 

position  since  the  near  approach  of  Russia,  and  our  consequent 
promise  to  the  Amir  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  his  kingdom 
had  widened  the  Umit  of  our  responsibihties  from  the  southern 
to  the  northern  boundary  of  Afghanistan."  Further  on  Lord 
Roberts  again  says  : — *'  It  was  in  a  great  measure  due  to 
Colonel  Nicholson's  clear-sighted  judgment  on  the  many  knotty 
points  which  came  before  us,  and  to  his  technical  knowledge, 
that  the  schemes  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  and  for  the  ports 
of  Bombay,  Karachi,  Calcutta,  Rangoon,  and  Madras,  were 
carried  out  so  rapidly,  thoroughly,  and  economically  as  they 
were." 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  Egyptian  War  of  1882,  Major 
Nicholson  temporarily  vacated  his  appointment  on  the  Defence 
Committee,  and  accompanied  the  Indian  Contingent  to  Egypt, 
where  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Tel-el-Kebir,  and  was  awarded 
the  medal  with  clasp,  the  fourth  class  of  the  Osmanieh,  and 
the  Khedive's  star.  In  1885,  the  year  in  which  he  became  a 
regimental  major,  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
Royal  Engineers,  in  Bengal — a  post  which  he  held  for  the  full 
period  of  five  years,  and  during  the  tenure  of  which  he  joined 
the  Burma  Expeditionary  Force  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
on  the  Headquarters  Staff,  being  mentioned  in  despatches, 
and  receiving  a  brevet  lieutenant-colonelcy  and  the  medal 
and  clasp.  On  July  Ist,  1890,  he  became  Military  Secretary 
to  Lord  Roberts,  then  Commander-in-Chief  in  India,  until 
April  2nd,  1893,  when  Lord  Roberts  finally  left  India,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Nicholson  having  in  the  meantime  been  promoted 
substantive  colonel  in  the  Army  under  date  of  January  1st,  1891. 
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With  the  departure  from  India  of  Lord  Roberts,  Colonel 
Nicholson  reverted  for  a  time — from  April,  1893,  to  March, 
1895 — to  the  Military  Works  Department,  but  in  April,  1895, 
he  became  Deputy  Adjutant-General  in  the  Punjab,  and  during 
that  troublous  year,  when  the  whole  of  the  north-west  frontier 
of  India  sprang  into  flame,  and  the  largest  force  was  mobilised 
which  had  ever  been  got  together  in  India  under  the  Meteor  Flag, 
Colonel  W.  G.  Nicholson  was  selected  for  the  important  post 
of  Deputy  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  the  Staff  to  Sir  William 
Lockhart,  commanding  the  Tirah  Field  Force,  with  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general.  He  was  present  at  the  engagement  at  the 
Chagru  Kotal,  the  capture  of  the  Sampagha  and  Arhanga 
Passes,  the  reconnaissance  of  the  Saran  Sar,  and  the  engage- 
ment of  November  9th,  1897  ;  also  in  the  operations  near  Dwatoi, 
the  engagement  of  November  24th,  the  operations  against  the 
Khani  Khel  Chamkanis,  and  in  the  Bara  and  Bazar  Valleys. 
Of  his  services  Sir  William  Lockhart  wrote  in  his  final  despatch: — 
"  An  officer  of  brilliant  abilities,  fertility  of  resource,  and  ex- 
perience in  war,  the  value  of  whose  assistance  it  is  difficult  for 
me  to  acknowledge  in  adequate  terms.  I  would  very  specially 
put  forward  his  services  for  recognition  and  reward."  These 
services  were  rewarded  by  the  K.C.B.  and  the  medal  with  two 
clasps. 

On  November  4th,  1898,  Colonel  Nicholson  was  appointed 
Adjutant-General  in  India  with  the  temporary  rank  of  major- 
general,  but  did  not  long  remain  in  this  post,  for  at  the  end  of 
1899,  when  his  old  chief.  Lord  Roberts,  left  England  to  take  up 
the  supreme  command  at  the  seat  of  war  in  South  Africa,  his 
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lordship  at  once  cabled  to  Sir  William  Nicholson  offering  him 
employment  on  his  personal  staff  as  Military  Secretary,  and 
the  offer  being  accepted,  Sir  William  reached  Cape  Town  on 
January  18th,  1900,  and  was  thus  in  time  to  go  forward  with 
the  main  advance,  and  take  part  in  almost  the  whole  of  the 
operations  conducted  by  Lord  Roberts.  He  was  present  at 
the  actions  at  Paardeberg,  Poplar  Grove,  Driefontein,  Vet  River, 
and  Zand  River,  in  the  Orange  Free  State  ;  and  at  those  in  the 
Transvaal,  including  Johannesburg,  Pretoria,  and  Diamond 
Hill.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  advance  into  the 
Free  State,  Sir  William  was  transferred  to  the  post  of  Director 
of  Transport,  but  at  the  same  time  continued  to  be  largely 
employed  by  his  chief,  in  his  personal  capacity,  for  a  variety  of 
responsible  and  confidential  duties.  His  work  in  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  Transport  Department  was  especially  arduous, 
and  though  not  perhaps  of  a  character  to  come  prominently 
before  the  public  eye,  it  was  highly  valued  by  his  superiors. 
Even  for  a  man  of  his  vast  capacity  for  work,  the  labour  of 
reorganization  and  control  was  found  to  be  almost  too  much, 
so  that  at  Jacobsdal,  on  February  18th,  1900,  Lord  Roberts 
divided  the  departmental  duties,  giving  Major-General  Sir 
William  Nicholson  charge  of  the  Transport  Department,  and 
leaving  Colonel  Richardson  to  look  after  the  supply. 

For  this,  his  fifth,  campaign  Sir  William  was  twice  mentioned 
by  Lord  Roberts  in  his  despatches,  was  specially  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  major-general,  and  was  awarded  the  medal  with 
five  clasps. 

Accompanying    Lord    Roberts    to    England,    Major-General 
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Sir  William  Nicholson  was  appointed — on  May  1st,  1901 — 
Director-General  of  Mobilisation  and  Intelligence  at  Army 
Headquarters,  in  which  post  he  had  ample  opportunity  of 
becoming  intimately  acquainted  with  the  constitution  and 
methods  of  the  machinery  of  home  army  administration,  to 
which  his  long  and  continuous  foreign  service  had  made  him 
somewhat  a  stranger.  On  the  reorganization  of  the  War  Office, 
when  The  Right  Hon.  H.  0.  Arnold-Forster  was  Secretary  of 
State,  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  the  Esher  Committee, 
Sir  William  vacated  his  appointment,  on  the  decision  that 
"  new  methods  require  new  men,"  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  be  selected  to  proceed  to  the  Far  East  as  Chief  British 
Military  Attache  with  the  Japanese  Army,  and  was  thus  able 
to  be  an  eye-witness  of  all  the  most  important  actions,  and  to 
obtain,  at  first  hand,  an  insight  into  the  "  customs  of  war  " 
among  our  gallant  allies.  He  was  decorated  by  the  Emperor 
with  the  Grand  Cordon  of  the  Rising  Sun,  and  the  First  Class 
of  the  Order  of  the  Sacred  Treasure.  While  in  Manchuria 
his  health  was  seriously  affected  by  the  extremes  of  climate 
to  which  he  was  exposed,  but  he  remained  at  his  post  until 
the  early  part  of  1905,  when  he  was  offered  the  Governorship 
of  Gibraltar,  in  succession  to  Field-Marshal  Sir  George 
White,  an  appointment  which,  however,  he  did  not  accept. 
On  December  19th,  1905,  he  was  gazetted  to  the  important 
post  of  Quartermaster-General  to  the  Forces — Third  Military 
Member  of  the  Army  Council — in  succession  to  Major-General 
Plumer,  the  selection  meeting  with  universal  approval  in 
the  Army,  where    regret   had   been    very  generally  felt   that. 
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under  the  new  regime^  so  exceptionally  able  an  officer  was  not 
employed  in  the  higher  appointments  of  the  Service.  It  was 
recognised,  however,  that  Sir  WiUiam  could  not  for  long  be 
retained  in  a  subordinate  post  among  the  soldier  members  of 
the  Army  Council,  and  it  was  more  or  less  a  foregone  conclusion 
that  when  the  senior  military  member  was  transferred  to  a  more 
active  command,  there  was  only  one  man  who  was  fitted  from 
every  point  of  view  to  take  his  place. 

On  April  2nd,  1908,  Sir  William  Nicholson — who  became  a 
Lieu  tenant-General  in  November,  1901,  and  was  promoted 
general  on  October  23rd,  1906 — was  appointed  Chief  of  the 
General  Staff  and  First  Military  Member  of  the  Army  Council. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  advancement  of  Sir  William 
Nicholson  has  been  unduly  expedited,  for  he  has  now  about 
forty-three  years'  service  to  his  credit — years,  too,  of  arduous 
work  in  the  field  and  in  quarters,  as  a  regimental,  staff,  and 
departmental  officer.  In  his  time  he  has  played  many  parts, 
and  has  done  all  things  right  weU  which  he  has  set  his  hand  to 
do ;  he  is,  moreover,  an  excellent  office  man,  and  possesses  in 
a  quite  unusual  degree  the  power  of  the  pen.  Philip  Francis 
said  of  his  life  enemy,  the  great  pro-consul,  that  "  there  was  no 
contending  with  the  pen  of  Warren  Hastings,"  and  many  of 
Sir  William  Nicholson's  friends  have  said  something  to  the  same 
effect  about  him. 

General  Sir  William  Nicholson  is  a  Knight  of  Grace  of  the 
Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  his  clubs  are  the  United 
Service,  the  Naval  and  Military,  and  the  Athenaeum. 

He  married  in  1871  Victoria,  daughter  of  Mr.  D.  Dillon. 
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LIEUTENANT-GENERAL     SIR     A.    H.    PAGET, 
K.C.B.,    K.C.Y.O. 

LiEUTEN ant-General  Sir  Arthur  Henry  Paget,  K.C.B., 
K.C.V.O.,  who,  on  the  translation  of  General  Lord  Methuen 
to  South  Africa,  was  selected  to  succeed  that  officer  as  General 
Officer  Commanding-in-Chief  the  Eastern  Command,  has  done 
excellent  work  in  every  responsible  post  which  he  has  occupied ; 
indeed,  there  are  not  many  officers  who  have  served  in  the 
Brigade  of  Guards  who  have  had  a  wider  experience  than  has 
the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch,  while  his  resourcefulness  and 
tact  have  won  for  him  universal  popularity  in  the  Service. 

Sir  Arthur,  who  is  a  persona  grata  at  Court,  and  held  in  high 
esteem  by  His  Majesty  the  King,  is  descended  from  a  family 
which  has  earned  distinction  in  many  fields.  He  is  a  grandson 
of  the  first  Marquis  of  Anglesey,  who  commanded  the  whole  of 
the  cavalry  under  Lord  Wellington  at  Waterloo ;  while  Sir 
Arthur's  father.  General  Lord  Alfred  Henry  Paget,  C.B.,  was 
Equerry  and  Clerk-Marshal  of  the  Royal  Household,  and  from 
the  year  in  which  Her  late  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  ascended  the 
throne  until  1865  he  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  member 
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for  Lichfield.  An  uncle  of  Sir  Arthur's  was  the  late  Admiral 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Clarence  Henry  Paget,  K.C.B.,  at  one 
time  member  of  Parliament  for  Sandwich  ;  one  of  his  brothers 
is  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Alfred  Windham  Paget,  K.C.M.G.,  and  a 
younger  brother  raised  the  corps  which  was  known  as  Paget' s 
Horse,  and  served  in  South  Africa  in  1900  and  190L 

During  the  last  visit  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Denmark  to 
this  country.  Sir  Arthur  was  in  attendance  on  their  Majesties, 
and  before  leaving  England  His  Danish  Majesty  conferred  upon 
him  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  the  Dannebrog. 

Bom  on  March  1st,  1851,  Arthur  Henry  Paget' s  first  official 
position  was  as  a  Page  of  Honour  to  Queen  Victoria.  Entering 
then  the  Scots  Guards  as  an  ensign  and  lieutenant  on  June  12th, 
1869,  he  became  lieutenant  and  captain  on  July  29th,  1872, 
and  in  the  year  following  he  served  in  the  second  phase  of  the 
Ashanti  War  from  December  17th,  attached  to  Captain  Butler's 
command.  For  this  he  received  the  medal  and  the  clasp.  On 
April  Ist,  1882,  he  was  promoted  captain  and  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  in  1885  he  took  part  in  that  expedition  to  the 
Sudan,  when  the  Government,  having  failed  to  rescue  the 
garrisons  of  Tokar  and  Sinkat  from  the  Dervishes,  hastily  col- 
lected a  large  force,  under  General  Graham,  to  avenge  their 
fall,  leading  to  the  actions  of  Hasheen  and  Tamai,  for  his  share 
in  which  Arthur  Paget  received  the  medal  with  clasp,  and  the 
Khedive's  bronze  star. 

His  next  service  was  amongst  the  swamps  and  jungles  of 
Upper  Burma,  in  the  campaign  of  1887  and  1888,  gaining  the 
medal  and  clasp.      He  then  returned  to  the  Sudan,  and  was  in 
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time  to  be  present  at  the  action  of  Gemaizeh,  winning  another 
clasp.  He  gained  his  regimental  majority  on  June  24th,  1891, 
was  promoted  colonel  in  the  Army  four  years  later,  and  on 
June  24th,  1899 — at  the  end  of  thirty  years'  service — he  was 
appointed  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the  1st  Battalion 
Scots  Guards. 

So  far  Colonel  Arthur  Paget  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
especially  fortunate  in  his  promotion,  but  from  this  date  he  began 
to  go  ahead,  when,  on  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  South 
Africa,  the  battalion  under  his  command  was  selected  for  active 
service  as  part  of  the  1st  (Guards)  Brigade,  under  Major-General 
Colville,  attached  to  the  1st  Division,  commanded  by  Lord 
Methuen.  He  took  part  with  his  unit  in  the  advance  on 
Kimberley,  participating  in  the  engagements  at  Belmont — where 
he  led  his  men  in  the  charge  on  Gun  Hill,  and  was  mentioned  in 
despatches  ;  at  Enslin  ;  and  at  the  battle  of  the  Modder  River, 
where,  towards  the  end  of  the  day,  he  assumed  command  of 
the  Guards  Brigade  on  the  general  command  devolving  upon 
General  Colville  owing  to  Lord  Methuen  having  been  wounded. 
In  this  battle  Colonel  Paget  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and 
was  again  mentioned  in  despatches. 

He  did  not,  however,  retain  the  command  of  the  Guards 
Brigade  for  more  than  a  very  few  days,  for  Lord  Methuen' s 
wound  was  not  serious — indeed,  that  commander  left  the 
hospital  on  the  day  following  his  admission,  although  he  found 
himself  obliged  to  return  there  from  December  2nd  to  the  6th. 
Colonel  Paget  was  again  present  at  Magersfontein,  at  the  head 
of  the  Scots  Guards,  and  in  the  Official  History  of  the  War  in 
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South  Africa  it  is  stated  that  when  in  that  battle  the  unfortunate 
incidents  of  the  early  morning  had  gravely  compromised  Lord 
Methuen's  battle  array,  he  had  to  rely  entirely  upon  his  guns, 
and  upon  the  battalion  of  Scots  Guards  escorting  them,  to  oppose 
the  centre  of  the  Boer  line. 

When  Lord  Roberts  commenced  his  great  advance,  the  brigade 
of  Guards  was  left  under  Methuen  in  front  of  the  lines  at  Magers- 
fontein,  to  contain  the  Boer  force ;  Major-General  Colville  had 
been  given  the  command  of  the  9th  Division,  and  Major- 
General  Pole-Carew,  from  the  9th  Brigade,  had  taken  over  the 
charge  of  the  brigade  of  Guards  which  was  later  on  summoned 
to  join  the  main  advance  with  Lord  Roberts  after  Paardeberg, 
their  place  in  Lord  Methuen's  division  being  taken  by  the 
new  20th  Brigade,  organised  in  March,  1900,  and  the  command 
of  which  was  conferred  upon  Colonel  Paget — with  the  rank  of 
major-general — from  April  1st  following. 

In  May  this  brigade  was  temporarily  detached  under  Sir  A. 
Hunter,  whose  division  was  then  incomplete,  and  was  engaged 
upon  the  Vaal  about  Warrenton  and  Windsorten,  but  shortly 
after  returned  to  Methuen  at  Boshof,  and  moved  on  with  the  1st 
Division  to  Lindley,  where  it  arrived  on  June  3rd.  Here  Paget 
and  his  brigade  were  left  in  garrison  while  Lord  Methuen  moved 
on  to  escort  supplies  to  Sir  H.  Colville,  at  Heilbron,  and  later, 
while  the  measures  were  in  progress  by  means  of  which  Lord 
Roberts  hoped  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  railway  and  establish 
order  in  the  north-eastern  districts  of  the  Orange  River  Colony, 
Major-Genoral  Paget' s  brigade  remained  intact  at  Lindley,  and 
was  harassed  throughout  its  stay  at  that  village.     "  On  June 
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26th  he  was  attacked  by  the  Boers  in  force  with  four  guns.  His 
picquets  were  strongly  assailed,  but  kept  the  enemy  out  of  the 
town  " — one  of  the  men  of  his  brigade  being  awarded  the  Victoria 
Cross  for  gallantry  in  this  action.  Next  day  the  attack  was 
renewed,  but  the  arrival  of  strong  reinforcements  "  saved  the 
Lindley  garrison  from  a  more  severe  attack  threatened  by 
Christian  De  Wet." 

In  July,  Paget  co-operated  with  Clements  in  clearing  the 
country  between  Senekal  and  Lindley,  and  then,  joining  hands, 
marched  on  Bethlehem,  which  was  occupied  on  the  7th,  De  Wet 
only  holding  his  ground  sufficiently  long  to  enable  his  main  body 
to  secure  its  retreat  to  the  mountains  about  Retief's  Nek. 
From  Bethlehem,  Paget  was  sent  by  Sir  A.  Hunter  along  the 
Senekal  road  to  help  to  hold  the  Boers  in  the  Brandwater  Basin  ; 
and  when  De  Wet,  escorting  Steyn  and  the  Government,  broke 
out  over  Slabbert's  Nek  from  the  net  closing  in  upon  him,  Paget 
was  soon  upon  his  heels,  and  chased  him  throughout  the  whole 
of  one  long  day,  until  the  cavalry,  coming  up,  took  up  the 
pursuit  and  enabled  Paget  to  return  and  assist  in  hemming 
in  the  commandoes  remaining  in  the  Wittebergen.  Paget 
co-operated  with  Clements  in  the  capture  of  Slabbert's  Nek, 
and  in  the  operations  of  the  next  few  days  did  much  to 
secure  the  large  surrender  of  Boers  consequent  upon  the 
capitulation  of  Commandant  General  Prinsloo. 

Paget' s  force  was  employed  in  escorting  the  prisoners  to  Win- 
burg,  and  was  then  concentrated  with  Clements'  brigade  at  the 
junction  of  the  Natal  and  Transvaal  railways,  ready  to  take  up 
the  pursuit  of  De  Wet  into  the  west ;   and  when  this  came  to  a 
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stand  with  the  escape  of  the  Boer  leader  through  the 
IMagaliesberg,  Paget  was  employed  in  September  in  the  clearing 
of  the  country  between  the  northern  railway  and  the  Crocodile 
River,  and  about  the  middle  of  October  was  sent  to  the  west  of 
the  Pietersburg  Railway.  In  the  following  month,  however,  he 
was  again  to  the  east  of  the  railway,  having  several  columns 
under  his  command  or  acting  with  him,  and  had  serious  but 
successful  fighting  with  the  commandoes  of  Erasmus  and  Viljoen. 

From  the  above  brief  narrative  it  will  be  seen  how  constantly 
Major-General  Paget  was  employed  in  the  field,  and  how  wide 
and  how  varied  was  the  extent  of  country  over  which  he  was 
called  upon  to  operate.  For  his  services  in  this  campaign  he 
was,  in  addition  to  the  special  promotion,  and  the  several 
mentions  in  despatches  which  have  been  already  referred  to, 
awarded  the  Queen's  medal  with  five  clasps.  In  1901  he  was 
given  the  C.V.O.,  and  on  September  30th,  1902,  he  was  appointed 
to  command  the  1st  Division  of  the  1st  Army  Corps,  holding  the 
appointment,  the  designation  of  which  was  subsequently  changed 
to  that  of  the  Ist  Division  Aldershot  Army  Corps,  until  he  was 
succeeded  in  October,  1906,  by  Major-General  Grierson. 

He  was  made  a  Companion  of  the  Bath  in  1904,  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  on  May  6th,  1906,  and  in 
the  same  year  was  made  a  K.C.V.O.,  also  receiving  from  the 
hand  of  the  Kaiser  the  Prussian  Order  of  the  Red  Eagle,  on 
June  18th,  1908. 

Sir  Arthur  Paget  was  not  long  permitted  to  languish  in  the 
semi-obscurity  of  half-pay,  for  in  April  of  this  year,  when  Lord 
Methuen  was  transferred  to  the  command  in  South  Africa, 
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Lieutenant-General  Sir  Arthur  Paget  was  offered  and  accepted 
the  appointment  of  General  Commanding-in-Chief  the  Eastern 
Command,  with  headquarters  at  the  Horse  Guards,  Whitehall. 

Sir  Arthur  married,  in  1878,  Mary,  only  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  Paran  Stevens,  of  New  York.  During  the  South  African 
War  Lady  Paget  raised  close  upon  £40,000  for  the  War  Fund 
by  organizing  a  magnificent  masque,  and  by  other  entertain- 
ments, and  also  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  equipment  of  the 
hospital-ship  "  Maine."  Sir  Arthur  and  Lady  Paget  have 
three  sons  and  one  daughter ;  of  the  sons,  the  eldest,  Albert 
Edward  Sydney  Louis  Paget,  M.V.O.,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  11th 
Hussars,  is  a  godson  of  the  King,  and  is  now  filling  the  appoint- 
ment of  aide-de-camp  to  his  father  in  the  Eastern  Command. 


DEUM  COLE.  REGEM  SERVA. 


LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  R.  S.  S.  BADEN-POWELL,  C.B. 

Lietjtenant-General  Robert  Stephenson  Smyth  Baden- 
Powell,  who  was  born  on  the  22nd  February,  1857,  is  a 
son  of  the  late  Reverend  Professor  Baden-Powell,  of  Oxford, 
and  of  Langton  Manor,  Kent,  by  his  second  wife,  Henrietta 
Grace,  daughter  of  Admiral  W.  H.  Smyth.  He  was  educated 
at  Charterhouse,  and  joining  the  Army,  his  first  appointment, 
to  the  13th  Hussars,  bears  date  September  11th,  1876.  With 
the  Thirteenth — of  which  he  was  at  one  time  adjutant — he 
served  in  India  and  in  Afghanistan,  and  having  been  promoted 
captain  on  May  16th,  1883,  he  accompanied  his  regiment  from 
India  to  Natal  in  1884.  In  South  Africa  he  served  on  the  Staff 
as  Assistant  Military  Secretary  from  1887  to  1889,  and  was 
mentioned  in  despatches  for  his  work  as  Intelligence  Officer 
during  the  operations  in  Zululand  in  1888.  His  next  Staff 
appointment  was  in  Malta,  where  for  the  three  years  between 
1890  and  1893  he  was  Assistant  Military  Secretary  to  the 
Governor.  It  was  during  this  period  that  he  attained  the  rank 
of  regimental  major. 
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In  1895  Major  Baden-Powell  proceeded  on  special  service 
to  Ashanti  under  Sir  Francis  Scott,  for  whom  he  raised  and 
commanded  native  levies  in  the  brief  but  arduous  campaign 
which  he  has  described  in  his  book  The  Downfall  of  Prempeh. 
For  his  services  on  the  West  Coast,  Major  Baden-PoweU  was 
rewarded  with  the  bronze  star  and  the  brevet  of  lieutenant- 
colonel. 

In  April,  1896,  Major-Greneral  Sir  Frederick  Carrington  had 
been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  troops  operating  against 
the  rebels  in  Matabeleland,  and  the  post  of  Chief  Staff  Officer 
to  the  force  was  offered  to  and  accepted  by  Lieut. -Colonel 
Baden-PoweU,  who  sailed  for  Cape  Town  early  in  May. 
Matabeleland  had  come  under  the  Chartered  Company  three 
years  previously,  and  already  the  white  population  had  risen 
to  nearly  four  thousand,  when  the  warlike  and  only  partially- 
conquered  natives,  irritated  by  the  unaccustomed  restraints 
of  civilization,  and  rendered  desperate  by  disease  among  their 
cattle  and  failure  among  their  crops,  suddenly  rose  in  arms  and 
butchered  outlying  settlers  to  the  north,  east,  and  south  of 
Buluwayo.  The  difficulties  of  the  campaign  have  hardly  yet 
been  fully  realised,  for  while  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  their 
armament,  and  the  vast  extent  of  the  country  required  a  large 
force  to  bring  the  operations  quickly  to  a  satisfactory  issue, 
disease  among  the  cattle  and  drought  upon  the  land  made  it 
almost  impossible  to  maintain  in  the  field  a  force  of  any  strength. 
Even  when  the  rebellion  had  been  more  or  less  crushed  in  Mata- 
beleland, bands  of  rebels  had  made  their  way  to  Mashonaland, 
and,   spreading  reports  that  all  the  white  soldiers  had  been 
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killed  in  Matabeleland,  induced  rebellion  to  break  out  among 
the  Mashonas,  with  the  sudden  and  brutal  murder  of  white  folk 
— men,  women,  and  little  children — all  over  the  country.  By 
the  time  that  rebellion  had  everywhere  been  put  down,  the 
operations  had  lasted  for  eight  months,  and  the  small  force  of  a 
little  over  5,000  men  (3,000  in  Matabeleland  and  2,200  in 
Mashonaland)  had  reconquered  a  country  equal  in  size  to  Italy, 
France,  and  Spain  put  together,  and  held  by  nearly  30,000 
warriors. 

An  interesting  point  connected  with  this  campaign  is  the 
taste  which  it  gave  to  Baden-Powell  for  scouting,  and  the  skiU 
which  he  developed  in  this  most  difficult  art.  A  very  great 
deal  of  reconnaissance  was  carried  out  by  him  personally, 
chiefly  at  night,  and  as  a  relaxation  after  the  office  work  which 
absorbed  nearly  every  moment  of  the  day.  The  enemy  got  to 
know  him  well,  and  he  acquired  among  them  the  name  of 
"  Impeesa,"  or  "  the  wolf,"  or,  as  his  Kaffir  boy  translated  it, 
"  the  beast  that  does  not  sleep,  but  sneaks  about  at  night." 
The  story  of  the  Matabele  Campaign  is  well  told  in  the  book  he 
has  written  upon  it,  and  which  is  admirably  illustrated  by  his 
own  sketches.  For  his  services  he  was  again  mentioned  in 
despatches,  and  was  given  the  brevet  of  colonel  and  the  medal. 
He  then  tried  his  hand,  and  with  no  little  success,  as  a  war 
correspondent,  afterwards  becoming  a  commandant  of  Irregular 
Horse  in  South  Africa. 

In  1897  ho  was  promoted  from  the  13th  Hussars  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  5th  (Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales's)  Dragoon  Guards, 
then  lately  arrived  in  India,  having,  as  "  heavy  cavalry  "  not 
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previously  served  in  that  country.  One  of  the  first  things  he 
did  on  joining  his  new  corps  was  to  form  a  body  of  scouts,  to 
the  training  of  which  he  gave  the  benefit  of  his  large  and  possibly 
unique  experience.  Beginning  with  six  volunteers,  he  shortly 
increased  the  number  to  thirty,  and  made  of  them  a  most 
efficient  body  of  cavalry  scouting  men,  such  as  no  other  British 
regiment,  horse  or  foot,  at  that  time  possessed.  The  neighbour- 
hood of  Meerut,  where  the  Fifth  was  then  stationed,  offered 
splendid  facilities  for  the  work  of  scouting.  In  all  directions 
did  the  Colonel  lead  his  scouts,  and  taught  them  to  excel  by  the 
simple  process  of  learning  to  try  and  out-manceuvre  each  other. 
Upon  the  most  proficient  he  conferred  a  special  badge.  Mid- 
night was  his  favourite  time  to  work,  and  on  any  night  that  was 
particularly  black  and  starless,  he  would  send  out  parties  of  men 
to  find  their  way  about  the  country  with  nothing  but  their  own 
tutored  intelligence  to  guide  them.  Selecting  a  starting-point  in 
the  inky  blackness,  he  would  say :  "  Ride  out  seven  miles 
from  here  in  such  a  direction,  and  find  your  way  back  again." 
The  only  caution  vouchsafed  to  them  in  this  problem  was  to 
look  back  at  every  object  as  it  was  passed,  so  as  to  impress 
upon  the  memory  the  appearance  of  such  landmarks  from  both 
points  of  view. 

On  June  25th,  1899,  Brevet- Colonel  Baden-Powell,  then  in 
the  service  of  the  Colonial  Office,  landed  at  Cape  Town  with 
instructions  to  raise  two  regiments  of  mounted  infantry,  to 
organise  the  defence  of  the  Rhodesia  and  Bechuanaland  frontiers 
in  the  event  of  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  to  keep  forces  of  the 
enemy  occupied  in  this  direction  away  from  their  own  main 
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army.  In  the  chapter  on  the  Defence  of  Mafeking,  in  the  third 
volume,  just  pubHshed,  of  the  Official  History  of  the  War  in 
South  Africa,  the  compiler  of  that  publication  gives  us  an  almost 
enthusiastic  appreciation  of  the  character  of  him  whom  all  men 
now  know  as  "  B.P."  "  Baden-PoweU,"  says  the  official 
historian,  "  was  a  soldier  of  a  type  which  had  become  uncommon 
in  European  service.  With  him  training  with  and  command  of 
regular  cavalry,  and  experience  upon  the  staff,  had  been  but  a 
foundation,  well  and  truly  laid,  for  those  less  exact  parts  of  the 
science  of  war  which  had  been  almost  ignored,  if  not  actually 
disdained,  by  the  military  school  from  which  he  sprang.  That 
school,  with  its  centuries  of  honours,  he  by  no  means  despised. 
His  originality  lay  in  a  certain  unquenchable  and  almost 
exotic  attraction  towards  the  unusual  in  warfare :  in  a  pre- 
ference for  setting  precedents  rather  than  following  them,  for 
making  rather  than  adopting  experiments.  A  professional 
soldier  by  training,  he  was  a  soldier  of  fortune  by  predilection." 
There  was  no  little  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  first  of 
his  orders — that  of  raising  two  regiments  of  mounted  infantry ; 
the  district  was  sparsely  populated,  the  prospect  of  war  was 
uncertain,  but  Baden-Powell  had  peculiar  qualifications  for 
the  work.  He  was  ably  assisted  by  energetic  officers,  and  by 
the  end  of  September  his  two  regiments  were  raised,  horsed, 
equipped,  and  trained.  It  would  seem  that  Colonel  Baden- 
Powell  was  himself  responsible  for  the  selection  as  his  head- 
quarters of  the  little  open  town  upon  the  right  bank  of  the 
Molopo  river — "  without  art  the  place  was  indefensible,  for  nature 
had  done  nothing  to  protect  it.*'     The  reasons  which  led  liira  to 
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make  the  choice  of  Mafeking  appear  to  have  been  as  follows : 
it  was  the  centre  of  a  district  peopled  by  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  natives,  and  it  was  important  to  impress  the  black 
man  with  the  superiority  of  the  Britisher  over  the  Boer.  It 
was  again  the  "  half-way  house  between  Cape  Colony  and 
Rhodesia  and  the  outpost  for  both  "  ;  while  it  contained  large 
supplies  of  all  kinds.  Finally,  Mafeking  was  situated  on  the 
flank  of  the  Transvaal,  and  was  sure  to  attract  the  attention 
of  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  forces  of  the  Northern 
Republic. 

But  Colonel  Baden-Powell  was  not  content  merely  to  elaborate 
defences  and  sit  down  within  them  ;  he  divided  his  slender  forces 
and  despatched  one  of  his  newly-raised  regiments  to  Tuli — 
hundreds  of  miles  distant — to  assist  in  the  protection  of  the 
Rhodesian  border,  retaining  in  Mafeking  but  1,231  officers  and 
men,  of  whom  less  than  half  were  armed  with  the  magazine 
rifle ;  while  the  whole  of  his  artillery  was  represented  by  six  feeble 
and  antiquated  pieces  to  meet  the  long-range  cannon  of  his 
probable  assailants.  Mafeking,  originally  unfortified,  open  and 
unfavourably  situated,  withstood  successfully  a  siege  of  217 
days,  during  many  of  which  Baden-Powell  was  so  aggressive 
that  the  besiegers  themselves  were  frequently  on  the  defensive. 
Of  the  garrison  22  officers  and  190  of  other  ranks  were  kiUed, 
wounded,  and  missing  during  the  investment.  "  It  need  only 
be  pointed  out  again  how  daring  was  Baden-Powell's  very 
presence  so  far  north  of  the  Orange  River ;  how  effectually  at 
Mafeking  he  threatened  the  heart  of  the  Northern  Republic 
at  the  moment  when  it  beat  most  confidently." 
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In  England  the  progress  of  the  siege  had  been  followed  with 
mingled  pride  and  anxiety ;  the  fall  of  the  town  would  have 
been  regarded  as  a  national  calamity,  the  loss  of  its  gallant 
defender  would  have  dimmed  a  victory  ;  and  when  on  May  1 5th, 
1900,  Plumer,  joining  hands  with  Mahon,  rode  into  Maf eking 
and  raised  the  long  siege,  the  little  island  in  the  northern  seas 
went  mad  with  joy  and  thankfulness. 

The  Times  of  May  21st,  in  referring  to  the  long  defence,  said : 
"  What  Butler  and  Nasmyth  were  to  Silistria,  and  Fenwick 
WiUiams  and  his  handful  of  British  and  Hungarian  officers 
to  Kars,  and  what  Gordon  was  to  Khartum,  this  Baden-Powell 
and  his  little  staff  have  been  to  Mafeking.  If  the  defence  of 
the  frontier  village  cannot  be  ranked  amongst  great  military 
achievements,  it  stands  unrivalled  as  an  example  of  resource- 
fulness in  most  difficult  circumstances,  of  fortitude  and  of  de- 
votion to  duty.  Only  a  most  able  chief  could  have  inspired  the 
unbounded  confidence,  and  shown  the  amazing  military  resource 
which  saved  Mafeking." 

For  his  services  Colonel  Baden-Powell  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major-general — appropriately  enough  under  date  of 
May  15th — and  as  a  major-general  on  the  Staff  he  commanded 
a  force  in  the  Western  Transvaal  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
remainder  of  the  stay  of  Lord  Roberts  in  South  Africa,  gaining 
a  further  mention  in  despatches,  the  Companionship  of  the  Bath, 
and  the  medal  with  three  clasps. 

In  1900  he  took  up  the  onerous  and  difficult  task  of  organizing 
the  South  African  Constabulary,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
Inspector-General ;  the  new  force  attracted  some  of  the  best 
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of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  home  and  colonial  troops,  and 
proved  eventually  a  great  power  in  the  pacification  of  the  new 
colonies. 

Early  in  1903  Major-General  Baden-Powell  was  recalled  to 

England,  and  was  then  appointed  Inspector  of  Cavalry — a  post 

he  held  for  the  full  period  of  four  years.     In  this  appointment 

he  did  much  to  uphold  the  importance  of  the  true  role  of  cavalry 

in  war  at  a  period  when  many  soldiers  in  high  positions — 

arguing  from  the  so-caUed  "  lessons  "  of  war,  wherein  cavalry, 

as  such,  had  perhaps  done  hardly  as  much  as  the  other  arms  to 

bring  the  war  to  a  successful  conclusion — were  inclined  to  believe 

that  the  days  of  the  mounted  arm  had  gone  by.  The  Inspector 

of  Cavalry,   assisted  by  young,   zealous,   and  original-minded 

brigadiers,  was  able  to  impart  a  new  interest  to  cavalry  training, 

and  among  some  of  the  principal  changes  in  the  development 

of  the  cavalry  at  home  which  he  introduced,  may  be  mentioned 

the  foundation  of  the  Cavalry  School  at  Netheravon,  the  careful 

instruction  of  the  individual  instead  of  the  mere  driU  of  the  mass, 

improved  practical  training  in  brigades  and  regiments,  and  the 

institution   of   scouting   and   despatch-riding   on   a   recognised 

system.      He  was  also  chiefly  responsible  for  launching,  with 

the  approval  of  the  Army  Council,  that  excellent  publication 

the   Cavalry  Journal,  and  since   April  1st  of   this  year  he  has 

been  holding  the  command  of  the  Northumbrian  Division  of  the 

Territorial   Forces.      He   has    been  a  lieutenant-general   since 

June  10th,  1907.     When  General  Baden-Powell  is  not  soldiering, 

he  is  writing    or   painting,  or  acting.      He  is  a  good  shot,  an 

admirable  polo  player,  and  is  a  winner  of  the  Kadir  Cup,  the 
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blue  ribbon  of  Indian  pig-sticking.  He  has  published  several 
books — chiefly  illustrated  by  his  own  inimitable  pencil — and 
his  Aids  to  Scouting — published  in  1899 — has  been  translated 
into  German  for  the  use  of  that  army. 

He  is  a  F.R.G.S.,  and  a  member  of  the  Naval  and  Military, 
the  Cavalry,  and  the  Beefsteak  Clubs. 
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DEUM  COLE.  REGEM  SERVA. 

COLONEL    FREDERICK    HACKET-THOMPSON,    C.B. 

Frederick  Hacket-Thompson,  born  July  1st,  1858,  entered 
the  Queen's  Own  Cameron  Highlanders  as  a  second  lieutenant, 
on  August  6th,  1879.  He  served  as  Transport  Officer  with  his 
battalion  during  the  Egyptian  War  of  1882,  and  was  present  at 
the  battle  of  Tel-el-Kebir,  receiving  the  medal  with  clasp  and 
the  Khedive's  Star  for  his  services.  On  February  20th,  1884,  he 
obtained  his  captaincy,  and  during  the  next  two  or  three  years 
saw  further  fighting  in  Egypt,  serving  with  his  regiment 
throughout  the  operations  of  the  Sudan  Frontier  Field  Force ; 
he  was  present  at  Kosheh  during  its  investment,  where  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  wounded,  and  in  the  engagement  at  Giniss. 
In  1892  he  was  appointed  D.I.M.  for  the  Western  District,  which 
position  he  held  until  May  21st,  1894. 

The  1st  Cameron  Highlanders  were  in  the  campaign  in  the 
Sudan  under  Lord  (then  Sir  Herbert)  Kitchener  in  1898, 
Major  Hacket-Thompson  taking  part  in  the  operations.  The 
magnificent  feats  performed  by  the  troops  in  their  long 
forced  marches  through  the  desert,  under  most  unfavourable 
conditions,  together  with  the  subsequent  fighting,  are  now 
matters    of    history,    but    when  it  is    pointed  out    that    the 
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Camerons  were  then  attached  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  the 
late  Major-General  Sk  W.  F.  Gatacre,  it  is  easy  to  understand 
that  they  played  a  very  important  part  in  the  campaign.  At  the 
battle  of  Atbara,  the  Cameron  Highlanders,  led  by  the  intrepid 
Gatacre,  were  the  first  of  the  British  troops  to  reach  Mahmud's 
zareba.  In  the  struggle  through  the  great  hedge — composed  of 
desert  thorn — with  which  the  zareba  was  surrounded,  a  large 
number  of  the  officers  had  very  narrow  escapes.  Major  Hacket- 
Thompson,  at  the  head  of  his  men,  was  one  of  the  first  in,  and 
becoming  entangled  in  the  stockade  would  most  assuredly  have 
lost  his  life,  but  was  saved  by  his  colour-sergeant,  who  bayonetted 
a  Dervish  just  as  the  latter  was  about  to  shoot  him. 

Major  Hacket-Thompson,  with  his  battalion,  took  part  in  the 
advance  on  Khartum  and  in  the  subsequent  battle,  later  in  that 
year,  this  battle  being  universally  regarded  as  a  triumph  of  military 
organisation  which  resulted  in  the  power  of  the  Madhi  being  lost 
for  ever.  Furthermore,  taking  into  consideration  the  numbers  of 
the  enemy,  the  importance  of  the  results  obtained  by  the  battle, 
and  the  length  of  time  the  fight  lasted,  the  losses  of  the  Anglo- 
Egyptian  Army  in  the  struggle  for  Khartum  were  very  small, 
but  it  is  worthy  of  record  that,  as  regards  the  infantry  of  the 
British  forces,  the  Cameron  Highlanders  suffered  by  far  the 
greater  number  of  casualties.  For  his  share  in  the  magnificent 
victory,  Hacket-Thompson  was  mentioned  in  despatches,  awarded 
the  4th  Class  of  the  Osmanieh,  the  Khedive's  medal  with  two 
clasps,  and  the  British  medal.  Major  Hacket-Thompson  was 
appointed  second  in  command  of  the  second  battalion  in  the 
following  November ;  he  was  promoted   lieutenant-colonel   and 
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to  the  command  of  the  1st  Battalion,  then  in    South  Africa, 
on  9th  March,  190L 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hacket-Thompson  rendered  very  useful 
service  in  the  late  war,  his  excellent  knowledge  of  transport  work 
being  put  to  good  account.  A  week  after  his  arrival  in  South 
Africa  he  was  given  command  of  a  mixed  force  of  all  arms,  the 
first  task  set  him  being  that  of  a  large  convoy  of  over 
200  wagons  from  Pretoria  to  Rustenburg.  Colonel  Hacket- 
Thompson,  by  giving  out  that  he  meant  to  take  a  south  road 
and  taking  instead  a  north  one,  hitherto  supposed  to  be  im- 
practicable, completely  misled  the  Boers,  the  result  being  that 
he  got  his  envoy  through  one  of  the  worst  parts  of  the  Trans- 
vaal intact  and  nearly  unmolested.  He  commanded  a  mixed 
column,  varying  at  different  periods  from  300  to  1000  mounted 
troops,  during  most  of  the  war,  and  had  several  engagements 
with  the  Boers,  in  all  of  which  he  was  successful.  His  last 
fight  was  a  rear-guard  action,  with  only  350  mounted  men  and 
two  guns,  against  a  force  of  Boers  of  over  1000  in  strength,  and 
a  pom-pom.  In  this  final  encounter  Colonel  Hacket-Thompson 
got  off  with  only  one  man  wounded ;  though,  however,  no 
prisoners  were  captured  that  day,  Boer  officers  present  at  the 
fight  admitted  afterwards  that  they  had  received  several 
casualties.  After  this  he  resumed  command  of  his  battalion, 
taking  part  in  the  final  operations  in  the  campaign,  under 
Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  against  De  la  Rey  in  the  Western  Transvaal. 
Colonel  Hacket-Thompson  brought  his  battalion  home  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  commanded  it  for  two  years  at  Fort  George, 
and  afterwards  for  six  months  in  Dublin.     He  was  awarded 
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a  C.B.  for  his  services  in  South  Africa,  and  it  is  no  doubt  due  to 
the  high  state  of  efficiency  in  which  the  1st  Battalion  Cameron 
Highlanders  was  maintained  during  his  command,  and  for  his 
services  in  South  Africa,  that  he  was  selected  after  only  a  year 
on  half  pay  for  the  important  post  of  Commandant  of  the 
School  of  Instruction  for-  Mounted  Infantry  at  Longmoor 
Camp  in  the  Aldershot  Command,  which  he  took  over  in 
March,  1906,  succeeding  Colonel  A.  J.  Godley  of  the  Irish 
Guards.  The  high  state  of  efficiency  in  which  he  found  this 
establishment  has  been  fully  maintained  under  his  command. 
General — then  Lieutenant-General — Sir  John  French,  had  the 
whole  of  Mounted  Infantry  attached  to  the  Aldershot  Army 
Corps,  over  2000  men  in  all,  concentrated  on  Jubilee  Hill,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Hacket-Thompson,  shortly  after  he  took 
over  his  new  command,  putting  them  through  a  series  of  field 
operations.  The  excellent  appearance  of  this  improvised  force 
of  mounted  men,  and  the  rapid  and  orderly  movements  of  the 
troops,  reflected  great  credit  on  Colonel  Hacket-Thompson  and 
the  staff  of  the  Aldershot  School,  as  well  as  on  Colonel  Godley, 
under  whom  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  men  in  the  field  had 
been  trained,  and  these  facts  were  referred  to  at  the  time  by 
both  Service  and  other  Journals  in  terms  of  unstinted  praise. 
The  Mounted  Infantry  after  a  hard  day's  work  came  out  of  the 
test  with  flying  colours  ;  for  a  full  year  previously,  a  very  large 
number  of  these  men  had  not  been  "  astride  a  horse." 

Colonel  Hacket-Thompson  was  created  a  C.B.  in  1902.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Club,  and  also  a  member 
of  The  Royal  United  Service  Institution.     He  is  unmarried. 
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COLONEL    J.   A.    L.    HALDANE,   C.B.,   D.S.O. 

Colonel  James  Aylmer  Lowthorpe  Haldane  is  the  only 
son  of  the  late  Mr.  D.  Rutherford  Haldane,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  of  the 
ancient  family — originally  of  Danish  descent — of  Gleneagles, 
in  the  county  of  Perth,  and  was  born  on  November  17th,  1862. 
He  was  educated  first  at  Edinburgh  Academy,  and  afterwards 
at  Wimbledon  School  (Brackenbury  and  Wynne's),  and  then 
joined  the  Royal  Military  College,  Sandhurst,  from  which  he 
passed  out  with  Honours,  being  gazetted  as  a  lieutenant  to  the 
2nd  Batt.  Gordon  Highlanders  on  September  2nd,  1882.  Having 
served  for  three  and  a  half  years  as  adjutant  of  his  battalion, 
he  was  promoted  captain  on  April  8th,  1892,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  1st  Battalion  of  his  regiment,  then  stationed  at 
Umballa,  in  India,  having  passed  the  final  examination  at  the 
Staff  College  in  1893. 

In  the  year  1893  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  delimitate  the 
frontier  between  Waziristan  and  Afghanistan,  and  the  Waziris, 
seeing  in  our  military  occupation  of  Wana — a  wild  and  desolate 
stone-covered  plain  lying  north  of  the  Gomul   River,  at  the 
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south-west  corner  of  their  country — something  which  they  took 
to  mean  the  prelude  to  annexation,  one  dark  night  made  a 
desperate  attack  upon  the  British  camp,  and  caused  us  grievous 
loss.  As  a  result  Waziristan  was  visited  in  the  winter  of  1894-5 
by  an  expedition  under  Sir  William  Lockhart,  which  swept  the 
country  from  end  to  end,  and  with  Sir  William  went  Captain 
Haldane  as  orderly  officer.  He  received  the  old  Indian  frontier 
medal  with  the  last  clasp  which  was  ever  issued  with  that 
time-honoured  decoration. 

With  the  Gordon  Highlanders  he  served  in  the  Chitral 
Campaign  of  1895,  being  awarded  the  medal  and  clasp,  and 
he  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  to  General  Sir  William 
Lockhart,  commanding  in  the  Punjab,  and  retained  the 
post  until  1899.  When,  however,  the  frontier  troubles  of  1897 
broke  out,  and  Sir  William  Lockhart,  who  had  been  on  short 
leave  in  England,  returned  to  India  to  assume  command  of  the 
Tirah  Expeditionary  Force,  Captain  Haldane  accompanied 
his  chief  into  the  field  as  Deputy- Assistant  Adjutant-General 
on  the  Headquarter  Staff.  During  this  difficult  and  stubbornly- 
contested  campaign.  Captain  Haldane  was  present  at  the 
actions  of  the  Chugru  Kotal,  Dargai,  Saran  Sar,  and  Dwatoi, 
the  capture  of  the  Sampagha  and  Arhanga  Passes,  the  operations 
against  the  Chamkanis,  the  heavy  rear-guard  fighting  of  the 
retirement  down  the  Bara  Valley,  and  in  the  final  operations 
conducted  in  the  Bazar  Valley.  For  his  services  he  was 
mentioned  in  despatches  as  a  "  staff  officer  of  high  promise,  of 
great  ability,  and  of  untiring  mental  and  physical  energy," 
and  was  rewarded  by  the  bestowal  of  the  Distinguished  Service 


COLONEL    J.   A.   L.   HALDANE.  101 

Order,  and  two  clasps  to  the  medal  already  earned  for  service 
in  the  Chitral  Campaign. 

On  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  with  the  Boers  in  the  latter  part 
of  1899,  Captain  Haldane  obtained  permission  from  Sir  William 
Lockhart — then  Commander-in-Chief  in  India — to  rejoin  his 
regiment.  Both  battalions  of  the  Gordons  were  ordered  to  South 
Africa,  and  Haldane  was  attached  to  the  2nd  Battalion,  which 
formed  part  of  the  reinforcements  sent  from  India  to  Natal. 
With  this  battalion  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Elandslaagte, 
north  of  Ladysmith,  on  October  21st,  1899,  and  being  severely 
wounded,  he  was  sent  down  to  Pietermaritzburg,  together  with 
the  wounded,  there  to  be  patched  up  and  made  fit  for  duty. 
But  during  the  last  days  of  October  and  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber events  developed  very  rapidly,  and  Ladysmith  becoming 
surrounded  by  the  Boer  main  army.  Captain  Haldane  found 
himself  cut  off  from  his  battalion,  which  formed  part  of  the 
beleaguered  garrison.  As  soon  as  he  was  well  enough  to  get  about, 
Haldane  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  proceed  to  Estcourt, 
the  farthest  point  north  held  by  the  relieving  army,  hoping  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  passing  thence  through  the  Boer  lines 
and  so  rejoining  his  regiment.  At  Estcourt  he  was  attached  for 
duty  to  the  2nd  Batt.  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers,  and  on  November 
15th  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  armoured  train  which  daily 
rattled  northwards  to  reconnoitre,  and  which  on  this  date  was 
derailed  by  the  Boers  near  Chieveley,  when  on  its  return  to 
Estcourt. 

In  the  first  volume  of  the  Official  History  of  the  War  in  South 
Africa    the  following    account  of    the    incident    shows    how 
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splendidly  Captain  Haldane  and  the  men  with  him  behaved  in 
a  disaster  which  had  come  about  by  no  fault  of  theirs  : — '*  An 
open  truck  and  two  armoured  trucks  were  derailed,  one  of  the 
trucks  being  left  standing  partly  over  the  track.  An  engagement 
ensued,  in  which  the  British  troops  fought  under  great  dis- 
advantage. Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  a  retired  cavalry  officer, 
who  had  been  allowed  to  accompany  the  train  as  a  war 
correspondent,  having  offered  his  services,  Captain  Haldane 
requested  him  to  endeavour,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Durban 
Light  Infantry  company,  to  clear  the  line.  Haldane,  meanwhile, 
with  the  naval  gun  and  the  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers,  kept  back 
the  enemy.  The  naval  gun  was  almost  at  once  put  out  of 
action.  After  an  hour's  work  under  heavy  shell  and  rifle  fire, 
Mr.  Churchill  succeeded  in  his  task,  but  the  coupling  between 
the  engine  and  the  rear  trucks  had  been  broken  by  a  shell,  the 
engine  itself  injured,  and  its  cab  was  now  filled  with  wounded. 
Captain  Haldane  accordingly  ordered  it  to  move  back  towards 
Frere,  and,  withdrawing  his  men  from  the  trucks,  directed  them 
to  make  a  dash  for  some  houses  800  yards  distant,  where  he 
hoped  to  effect  a  further  stand.  During  this  movement  across 
the  open  veldt,  two  privates,  without  orders,  held  up  white 
handkerchiefs ;  the  Boers  ceased  fire,  galloped  in  on  the 
retreating  soldiers,  and  called  upon  them  to  surrender.  Thus 
Captain  Haldane,  a  subaltern  of  the  2nd  Batt.  Royal  Dublin 
Fusiliers,  Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  and  53  men  were  captured. 
.  .  .  General  Buller,  in  commenting  subsequently  on  this 
unlucky  affair,  recorded  his  opinion  that  the  officer  in  command 
acted  in  trying  circumstances  with  great  judgment  and  coolness." 
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Captain  Haldane  himself  was  slightly  wounded  on  this 
occasion. 

The  captured  officers  were  confined  in  the  State  Model  Schools 
in  Pretoria,  whence  early  in  1900  Captain  Haldane  and 
Lieutenant  Le  Mesurier,  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers,  and  Sergeant 
Brockie,  Imperial  Light  Horse,  managed  to  escape.  They  first 
of  all  hid  for  nearly  three  weeks  under  the  floor  of  one  of  the 
rooms  wherein  they  had  been  confined,  emerging  when  the 
rest  of  the  prisoners  were  removed  to  another  building.  Walking 
by  day  and  lying  up  in  concealment  by  night,  all  three  eventually 
safely  reached  Lorenzo  Marques,  and  thence  sailed  for  Durban, 
Haldane  rejoining  his  regiment  at  Ladysmith,  while  Le 
Mesurier  departed  for  the  Free  State  with  General  Hunter's 
division. 

With  the  Gordon  Highlanders  Captain  Haldane  took  part  in 
the  operations  in  Natal  at  Laing's  Nek,  those  in  the  Transvaal 
east  of  Pretoria,  July  to  November  29th,  1900,  and  in  the 
actions  at  Belfast  and  Lydenburg.  For  his  services  in  South 
Africa  he  was  mentioned  in  despatches,  awarded  the  Queen's 
medal  with  four  clasps,  and  a  brevet  lieutenant-colonelcy,  to 
take  effect  the  day  after  reaching  his  regimental  majority, 
which  was  attained  on  July  23rd,  1902. 

While  in  South  Africa  he  had  heard  of  the  death  of  his  old 
chief,  Sir  William  Lockhart,  so  that  there  was  nothing  to  take 
him  back  to  India  ;  on  June  27th,  1901,  however,  he  was  made 
a  Staff  Captain  for  Intelligence  at  Army  Headquarters,  and 
later — in  July,  1903 — a  Deputy- Assistant  Quartermaster- 
General.     In    February,    1904,    he    was    appointed    a    military 
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attache  with  the  Japanese  Army  during  the  campaign  in 
Manchuria,  and  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Liaoyang,  the 
Scha-ho,  and  Mukden,  and  on  his  return  to  England  after  an 
absence  of  nearly  two  years — in  December,  1905 — he  was  given 
the  Companionship  of  the  Bath. 

Shortly  after  his  return  from  the  theatre  of  war  he  gave  a  most 
interesting  lecture  before  the  Aldershot  Military  Society  on 
"  Some  Lessons  from  the  Russo-Japanese  War,"  which  attracted 
very  considerable  attention,  and  General  Sir  John  French,  who 
presided  on  the  occasion,  paid  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haldane  the 
high  compliment  of  stating  that  his  reports  on  the  war  in 
Manchuria  were  so  real  and  true,  that  the  reading  of  them 
became  a  pleasure  instead  of  a  labour. 

On  January  11th,  1906,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haldane  was 
gazetted  a  brevet  colonel,  and  on  October  29th  he  was 
appointed  an  Assistant  Director  of  Military  Operations,  and  a 
General  Staff  Officer,  first  class,  becoming  then  a  substantive 
colonel  in  the  Army. 

He  has  the  Second  Class  of  the  Prussian  Order  of  the  Royal 
Crown,  is  an  officer  of  the  French  Legion  of  Honour,  and  was 
decorated  by  the  Emperor  of  Japan  with  the  Third  Class  of  the 
Order  of  the  Sacred  Treasure. 

Colonel  Haldane  published  in  Blackwood's  Magazine  a  very 
thrilling  account  of  *'  How  we  Escaped  from  Pretoria,"  which 
has  since  appeared  in  pamphlet  form.  He  is  the  representative 
of  the  War  Office  on  the  Council  of  the  Royal  United  Service 
Institution,  and  1ie  belongs  to  the  Naval  and  Military  and  the 
Wellington  Clubs. 
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